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Introduction

In 3GPP SA4 #74, the contribution S4-130735 made several proposals to increase the confidence in reliability and integrity of EVS selection testing conducted by non-candidate listening laboratories. This document presents the related reply and commitments of MESAQIN.com.
Discussion
MESAQIN.com offers P.800 testing in the following languages: British English, North American English, Spanish, Chinese, French, German, Arabic, Russian, Czech, Slovak and Polish. MESAQIN.com is pleased to provide SA4 with its firm confirmation/commitment on the following points: 
S4-130735: Provide to 3GPP the instructions given to listeners for all the tested languages.
· We will provide 3GPP SA4 with the listener instructions used for all the languages to be tested by MESAQIN.com.  We will also gladly contribute to the harmonization of the listener instructions across laboratories, if this is desired by 3GPP SA4.
S4-130735: Confirm that listeners perform tests in their native language only.
· We confirm that all our listeners always conduct tests in their native language only unless a different scenario is explicitly required by our customer.
S4-130735: Provide to 3GPP all relevant information about listeners and especially the age profile (listening by only students or young people may for instance introduce some bias in the test and produce results not comparable/consistent with other test results).
· We will provide 3GPP SA4 with all information requested and report, for example, the age and gender distribution of the listeners. For the languages listed, we are capable of recruiting listeners to obtain a representative age distribution.
S4-130735: Confirm that for all tests a person will be present at least during the training session to answer the questions from the listeners in their native language

· There is always a native supervisor present during all phases of subjective tests conducted by us.  
S4-130735: Inform SA4 about the background of the test lab relative on P.800 testing in each declared language.
· Our company deals with subjective testing in P.800 methodology since it was established in 1999. Number of listening and conversational tests has been performed in the languages declared and procedures for routine and reliable testing are established. Appendix A provides reference contacts for selected relevant past projects where the information about MESAQIN.com expertise and quality of deliverables can be independently requested. 
S4-130735: It is proposed that LLs offer the possibility to Proponent Candidates and the SQ SWG to listen to the databases used for testing. This verification can for instance be done during an SQ SWG/SA4 meeting.
· MESAQIN.com common policy is to use unique (new) samples for each project. These will be recorded as soon as the languages are assigned to LLs. The speech samples are always designed as phonetically balanced and neutral and recorded by carefully selected native speakers. Experienced native supervisor is always involved for sample design, recording and verification phases. E.g. Ascom or Huawei (referenced in Appendix A) can provide independent opinion about quality of samples recorded by MESAQIN.com in indicated foreign languages.
We support fully the concept proposed by Dynastat at 3GPP SA4 #74 – to present the preliminary sample for each talker (or for each category for music/mixed content) to Proponent Companies for listening/review. 
S4-130735: Finally, for music and mixed content experiments, it is proposed to select identical test samples in at least one content category (e.g. modern music) for labs repeating the same experiment, to be able to compare lab results.

· MESAQIN.com supports this idea. This concept would allow comparing lab results even if each lab delivers tests in different set of languages. 
Appendix A
Reference contacts for selected past projects related to P.800 ACR and DCR testing performed by MESAQIN.com. 
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