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1. Summary
This contribution presents a proposal for the EVS Qualification Test schedule and discusses issues relating to implementation of the Qualification Test. 
2. Discussion
The following abbreviations will be used throughout this document to indicate the various entities involved in the EVS Qualification test.

HL
Host Lab - Dynastat

BL
Blinding Lab - TBD

LL
Listening Labs 
PC
Proponent Companies 

GAL
Global Analysis Lab – TBD

The attached Excel spreadsheet presents a proposed schedule of events that need to take place in order to complete the EVS Qualification Test successfully. This schedule is bounded by two important decisions. The first of these decisions is to have the Qualification Decision made at the SA4#71 meeting in Bratislava starting the week of November 5. The second decision was that of providing sufficient time between the February 29 deadline for submission of a PCs letter of intent to the May 28 date for receipt of funding at ETSI from those PCs.

These limitations have imposed a stringent time limitation on the testing. The proposed schedule provides for twelve (12) weeks for the actual subjective testing, along with twelve (12) weeks for Host Laboratory preparation of the test material. These processes have been overlapped into a sixteen (16) week period. This basic scheduling does not account for the additional tasks required such as:

· Finalization of a Test Plan

· Processing Script Development

· Finalization of a Processing Plan

· Finalization of the Selection Metric

· NDA and Contracting Issues

· Definition of a secure data transmission process

· Speech Source Material

· Noise Source Material

· Cross-Checking of Processing Scripts

· Cross-Checking of CuT executables

· Definition of a Subjective Test Data Transfer Form

· Blinding Procedures

· Global Analysis

· Cross-Check of the Global Analysis

The proposed schedule attempts to set completion dates for many of these required tasks. The schedule’s overall approach is to divide the Test process into four (4) phases:

· Preparatory,

· Narrowband (NB) Issues,

· Wideband (WB) Issues,

· Super Wideband (SWB) Issues,

· Report Issues.

Responsibilities for the various tasks are assigned to the PCs, LLs, HL, BL, and GAL. It is important to note that if some accommodation cannot be made to the scheduling of these various tasks, the Qualification Decision cannot be made at the SA4#71 meeting. 

The current EVS schedule proposes a deadline of 31 May for payment by the PCs.  Currently the date for issuance of a contract by ETSI to the HL, GAL, and BL is not determined with the GAL and BL organizations still to be determined.  The codec executables are to be delivered by the PCs in June with a specific date still to be determined.  

The HL plans on a preparatory phase that includes work on setting up the file sharing procedure, testing the system with PCs, Quality Assessment Test Plan and Processing Plan input, finalization of all source material, processing script development, cross-checking reference codecs, STL tools, etc. The HL should be under contract before any of this work begins. In order to be prepared for receipt of PC executables, Dynastat recommends that all contractual work with ETSI including NDAs be completed no later than 30 April. 

ETSI and the PCs should also be aware that the cost for the HL activities cannot be finalized until the Test and Processing plans are complete, in particular, specification of the number of experiments, test methodology, number of conditions per test, experimental design, common platform to be used, cross-check procedure, etc. The HL is currently assuming 12 experiments with the condition-lists still to be determined.  The HL recommends that the Quality Assessment Test Plan and the Processing Plan be completed by the end of the Kyoto meeting instead of Erlangen so the HL is ready to receive PC executables in early June.
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