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1. Introdocution

This document presents sources’ concern about FER for reference conditoins in the performance requirements. It was agreed to set 3% and 6% FER for candidate codecs, but FER for reference conditions are still open. Because of the concerns addressed in this document, the sources propose to apply the same FER for canditidates and references.
2. Discussion on FER figures
The sources have following concerns about setting different (lower) FER for reference conditions.

a) In general, influence of erased frames heavily depends on their positions, such as transient part or statinary part in speech segments. In other words, errors in different frames result different decoded signals. Even if so-called nested or embbedded error pattern is used, such effect will still remain. This will cause unwanted unfairness for comparison. For instance, if an additional error attacks a critical frame of processed speech samples used in Lab A and a not so critical frame of another speech samples used in Lab B, both CuT A and B would fail the requirement in Lab A and would meet it in Lab B. 
b) From the operator’s point of view, the sources believe that the EVS codec have to be selected by using channel conditions including the primary use case, i.e., VoLTE channel. Even if nesting could be applied for modeled error patterns, e.g., random errors, actual error patterns can not be produced by such a way.
3. Conclusion

The sources addresses the concerns about setting different (lower) FER for reference conditions of the performance requirements. EVS SWG is requested to consider those concerns and sources’ proposal, i.e., applying the same FER for both candidates and references, when setting the performance requirements of the EVS codec under frame erasure conditions. 
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