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1. Introduction
The IVAS standard was selected at SA4#125, and TS 26.250 General overview and TS 26.258 C code (floating-point) were sent for information and approval, respectively. Majority of specifications are scheduled for information at SA4#126 (and TSG-SA in December). In addition, the IVAS fixed-point conversion project is soon to be launched.
IVAS Characterization testing is one of the key activities in 2024 leading to completion of the IVAS standard in Rel-18.
This input proposes some related principles and targets for the characterization testing and test plan.
2. Proposals
An integral part of the selected IVAS standard is the integrated IVAS renderer. This functionality was not covered in the selection tests. On the other hand, it provides a default renderer for IVAS bitstreams and thus a minimum performance that various external rendering schemes, e.g., proprietary renderers need to meet.
It is proposed to evaluate the IVAS codec performance using the integrated IVAS renderer in the IVAS characterization. 	Comment by Anssi Ramo (Nokia): Ehkä pikemminkin. It is proposed to agree on evaluating IVAS codec performance using internal renderer in the characterization.

The characterization should provide understanding for suitable operating points in services for the varied use cases foreseen for IVAS. The IVAS codec takes voice and audio communications to whole new immersive levels. There are therefore several modes (input types) where relevant reference systems do not exist. The source considers that multi-mono EVS references, with various external rendering schemes, should be used only minimally in the characterization testing. In this context it seems artificial to, e.g., match every IVAS bitrate with some multi-mono EVS reference. In fact, IVAS codec performance against such references was shown in the selection testing.
In comparison, EVS characterization test plan [1] included a specific reference condition for all or almost all EVS conditions in each experiment.
It is proposed to maximize the number of IVAS conditions in the IVAS characterization and reduce number of references as needed.
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