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The Audio SWG of SA4 discussed tasks of Listening Laboratories (LLs). From the Audio SWG report [5], “Listening laboratories are requested to provide price information on experiments as documented in IVAS-8a, with the goal of having a budget estimate for selection test and a realistic experiment design.” On the other hand, the GAL task and pricing has not been discussed yet.
Proposal: Invite the GAL candidate laboratory to provide a price estimate for the GAL task.
Question about responsibilities for scripts to fabricate the immersive databases for P.SUPPL800 tests
At the last SA4 meeting, a preliminary allocation of experiments to LLs was drafted. Further, the Audio SWG discussed and agreed the minimum requirements for speech material provided by the LLs. This was under the assumption that LLs will provide only clean mono speech material for IVAS Selection P.SUPPL800 [3] tests, and that SA4 will take care of using them to fabricate appropriate immersive audio artificially. This assumption is reflected in the current version of IVAS-8a (in brackets). However, it was not discussed who will be responsible for fabricating the corresponding scripts, and where these scripts, and possibly the corresponding processing steps, would be stored. While the permanent document IVAS-7a (IVAS Selection test Processing Plan) [6] advanced significantly at the last meeting, it does not cover processing steps to create immersive audio samples.
Proposal: Clarify who will create the processing scripts to fabricate the artificial immersive audio samples needed for P.SUPPL800 experiments, whether there is a need to document how the artificial audio was created, and if so, where to document the appropriate steps.
Question about who will provide stereo material for experiment P800-3 (Music and mixed content)
At the last SA4 meeting, the Audio SWG converged on who will provide the audio material: LLs will provide mono speech material for P.SUPPL800 experiments, and volunteering SA4 companies will provide background noise samples (primarily for the P.SUPPL800 tests), and generic audio samples for BS.1534 [4] tests. SA4 has however not discussed who will provide the stereo material for the P.SUPPL800 music and mixed experiment (P800-3). 
Proposal: Given that mixed samples contain speech, and that the speech should be in listeners’ native language, the source proposes that this material is provided by LLs, and that LLs currently assigned to this experiment confirm that they can provide the material.
Question about the need to contract Host and Cross-check labs
The current version of IVAS-8a (IVAS Selection Test Plan) [2] assumes that “SA4 further selects and ETSI will contract the HL, the CL,… “. As proposed in [1], it was agreed to carry out the joint development of the scripts (“Software”) in a 3GPP Gitlab repository. As this is in principle in a public space, question arises whether there is a need to contract the Host Laboratory (HL) and the Cross-check Laboratory (CL), or whether these tasks can be simply performed by volunteering companies. In the latter case, this should be reflected in the IVAS-8a. Similarly for the Material Collection entity (MC).
Proposal: Performing HL, CL and MC tasks on voluntary basis without need for a contract.
Question about selection of model parameters, sound material, and clarification to section 4.5.4 of IVAS-8a
The current version of IVAS-8a (IVAS Selection Test Plan) [2] states (in brackets) that “[The MC] … shall … choose the model parameters and sound materials to be used in the experiments in a randomized blind process“. The model parameters are needed to fabricate the artificial immersive samples for P.SUPPL800 test experiments, and possibly also for some BS.1534 experiments. The [recorded immersive] sound material is needed for the the BS.1534 experiments. The source questions whether the randomized blind process will guarantee most appropriate material to assess the performance of the IVAS codec candidate. 
Further, the related section in IVAS-8a is currently somewhat confusing, and the process is possibly more complicated than necessary. Letting e.g. MC simply select the most appropriate material would simplify the process substantially.
Proposal: Volunteering organizations provide immersive audio material and model parameters to MC. MC selects the most relevant immersive material and model parameters for IVAS Selection. If agreeable, reflect the simplification in IVAS-8a. If such a simplification cannot be agreed, the terms (selection entity, independent selection entity, material selection entity, selection panel) should be clarified. 
Clarification on section 3.3.7 of IVAS-8a related to sound material capture
The IVAS-8a [2] document states in section 3.3.7: 
“SA4 defines the set of requirements for original sound material (e.g., sampling frequency, formats) and original sound material capture (e.g., setups), etc.”
It is however not clear for what material this is needed:
- P.SUPPL800 speech material is mono-recorded speech. 
- P.SUPPL800 music and mixed material will be likely existing stereo recorded samples
- Generic audio material is up to the volunteering companies to submit and in view of the source it would be beneficial this material to be as diverse as possible. Its appropriateness will be verified by MC.
Proposal: Remove “and original sound material capture (e.g., setups), etc”
Proposal to remove obsolete rows from Table 6 of IVAS-8a
As SA4 clarified its minimum requirements on number of talkers to provide per P.SUPPL800 experiment by LLs, and number of single sentences per talker, the following rows seem obsolete:
Available nb of talkers
Available nb of single sentences pers talker
Proposal: Remove the two rows from Table 6 from [2].
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