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1. Discussion
SA3-LI is the specialist group within 3GPP responsible for all aspects of Lawful Interception. It has existed since the beginning of 3GPP as a sub-working group of SA3. Although SA3-LI was placed under SA3 for reduced visibility reasons in the pre-internet age, it has little direct overlap with the SA3 security area and operates largely independently. While lawful interception capabilities have a set of security, transparency and confidentiality requirements, this is the limit of the overlap with SA3. SA3-LI sends its own liaison statements and only relies on SA3 for procedural issues such as CR rubber stamping via the SA3 mailing list.
Since R99, SA3-LI has slowly grown both in the number of delegates and the number of documents. At the same time the complexity of technologies SA3-LI develops solutions for has increased. Furthermore, with the introduction of 3GU, the ability to run SA3-LI as a lightweight group has been eroded considerably.
SA3-LI suffers from a lack of architectural visibility resulting in issues such as the use of X2 by RAN even though that reference point already existed in every 3GPP network since R99. Furthermore, there is an invalid assumption across 3GPP that SA3-LI is developing LI solutions for all applicable services in 3GPP, in the same way SA3 which automatically pick up security requirements for all SA2 architectures. SA3-LI only works on a limited subset where contributing companies identify a requirement. Similarly SA3-LI requires other groups to make major changes to support LI late on in the standardisation progress. 
SA3-LI operates without direct MCC support (Mirko provides support for meeting calendar and plenary submissions etc). Again, the introduction of 3GU makes the process of tracking and revising documents in SA3-LI meetings difficult and without the local MCC server any issues encountered outside of European meeting locations cannot be resolved until Europe wakes up and Mirko is available to assist. The flow of incoming LSs to SA3-LI also tends to be hit and miss unless the author company directly forwards them via their SA3-LI delegate (if they have one).
SA3-LI has benefited from the excellent support that Ian (previously Rupert) have provided over the years in taking meeting minutes and providing the report. However given that 3GPP and/or standards is not their primary role, it can obviously take a number of weeks before the reports are produced. This slows progress and interworking with other groups.
As noted by SA plenary in December, because SA3-LI does not overlap with SA3 to a significant extent, it is largely invisible to SA plenary, only appearing as two SA3 summary slides and a list of CRs. 

Finally, most sub-working groups are not permanent. Sub-working groups normally pop up for specific topics and are then disbanded. SA3-LI is obviously different as the LI topic spans all releases and is in nature more like a hidden full working group than a sub-working group. In addition SA3-LI shares very few delegates with SA3 (currently ~15% but historically only the SA3-LI Chair has attended SA3 regularly). Sub-working groups are usually made up directly of working group attendees.
The following 4 options for any restructuring of SA3-LI are possible;

1. Do nothing – Need to cap SA3-LI work load and stick to single WID approach to minimise the group administration. This is also reliant on an LEA volunteering to replace Ian and act as secretary. (Leadership balance requires CSP or Manufacturer to Chair with reverse as Vice-Chair, plus LEA Secretary in absence of MCC support).
2. Retain existing structure but with MCC support – SA3-LI has the option to formally request that SA3-LI is provided with full MCC support in an equivalent manner to a full working group. It is the SA3-LI Chair’s view that this is the minimum change required. This would overcome the 3GU issues and allow better control of Work Items and improved procedural / CR compliance.

3. Stand SA3-LI up as a separate full working group – SA3-LI would become either SA7 or CT2 /7. This would give SA3-LI much better visibility to SA plenary, a much stronger working relationship with other working groups (eg SA2 vs SA3-LI ePDG discussions) and better links with external bodies. A standalone group is also more in line with TC LI and regional partner LI group structures. As a full WG it would also be possible for this group to absorb some other regulatory aspects (not being proposed at this point) such as Data Retention, or other LEA support requirements relating to the operation of commercial retail 3GPP networks (i.e. excluding public safety).
4. Move SA3-LI under SA plenary- Given SA3-LI is not directly aligned to SA3 and spans 3GPP, SA3-LI could be moved under SA plenary as a sub group with MCC support as per option 2. SA3-LI would continue to meet as a separate group at least two weeks before plenary but would report directly to it.

2. Proposal
SA3-LI is asked to review the above 4 options and identify the group’s preference. 
As the chair and contribution author, option 3 followed by option 2 represents the suggested preferred options and mirror the summary of the offline discussions following the Austin meeting. 
If option 3 is considered by the group to be appropriate then, SA3-LI companies will need to submit a proposal to SA plenary proposing the change in SA3-LI and 3GPP structure. SA plenary would then, if agreed, forward the request to the partnership board for consideration.

If option 2 is considered by the group to be appropriate then, SA3-LI should ask SA plenary to provide SA3-LI with MCC support. This ask should be done in conjunction with SA3.

If option 4 is considered by the group to be appropriate then, similar logic to 3 applies, SA3-LI companies would need to submit a proposal to SA plenary with indicated endorsement from SA3-LI.

