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1. Overall Description:

SA3-LI thanks GSMA TSG for their LS on IMEIs for MTC MEs.
GSMA TSG asked “TSG would like to ask 3GPP TSG SA3-LI for more information about the expressed concerns that “the current IMEI range and structure in TS 23.003 & TS 23.016 may be unable to support IMEI uniqueness requirements in the longer term”. TSG would also like to understand what are the unique IMEI requirements MTC ME?”
SA3-LI would like to elaborate that there are no new LI requirements for uniqueness beyond those for a traditional 3GPP UE. National regulations for LI simply require that all MEs (including MTC, M2M or other machine type communications devices) using 2G, 3G or 4G have a unique IMEI and the implementation of that IMEI complies with tamper resistance requirements for traditional UEs.
Furthermore while 3GPP TS 22.368 clause 7.1.4 requires that the system shall be able to uniquely identify the MTC ME, MTC specifications do not explicitly indicated that this identity shall be an IMEI. The requirement for IMEI has to be inferred from other wider 3GPP specifications. SA3-LI is concerned this may lead to confusion and incorrect implementation of IMEI uniqueness requirements.

2. Actions:

To GSMA TSG
ACTION: 
 Take the above information into account in GSMA TSG’s work on MTC / M2M.
3. Date of Next SA3 Meetings:
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