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Summary
The GSMA Terminal Steering Group (TSG) would like to thank 3GPP TSG SA3LI group for the LS document No SA3LI14_009r1 about the request to CT4 to review the IMEI structure requirements and the limited range of the current IMEIs in TS 23.003 & TS 23.016, relative to the likely number of future MTC devices.

2. Introduction and Background
The GSMA was formally appointed by the industry as the Global Decimal Administrator (GDA) in 2004 with responsibility for:
· Appointing regional bodies to allocate TAC/IMEI ranges
· Maintaining list of allocated TACs/IMEIs
· Distributing list of allocated ranges via IMEI Database
Within the GSMA the responsibility for the TAC/IMEI allocation process has been passed to the Terminal Steering Group (TSG)
The GSMA administers a global database of all the TAC allocated to manufacturers and this information is provided to the operators & other key industry players (Customs, Police, Regulators etc.)

3. IMEI database
Any changes to the current IMEI structure would have an impact on manufacturers, mobile network operators and the GSMA IMEI database. Any changes would be costly and take a long time to implement

4. Estimated TAC usage
The GSMA annually review the current TAC allocation volumes and estimates the life expectance of the remaining available TAC numbers based on industry predictions. Over the last few years the GSMA has only seen a small increase in the demand for TAC due to MTC devices entering the market. It is assumed that the volume of IMEI used per TAC for MTC devices is close to 100% whereas the IMEI used per TAC in mobile devices (Feature Phones, Smart Phones etc.) is less than 20%. At the current predicted rate the GSMA estimates the current TAC will last several thousand years. 

5. Request for clarification
TSG would like to ask 3GPP TSG SA3LI for more information about the expressed concerns that “the current IMEI range and structure in TS 23.003 & TS 23.016 may be unable to support IMEI uniqueness requirements in the longer term
TSG would also like to understand what are the unique IMEI requirements MTC ME?
A response to TSG by their next meeting would be greatly appreciated.

6. Next TSG meetings
· 12-13 June 2014, Lund, Sweden
· 16-18 September 2014, Portland, USA


7. Additional information about GSMA TSG
The Terminal Steering Group (TSG) is an established working group within the GSMA, tasked to coordinate and drive terminal related matters in GSMA and beyond. The TSG membership has grown to over 65 companies covering the operator and device and chipset vendor community worldwide.

The TSG has three focus areas, being
· The sharing of terminal related information 
· The alignment of terminal recommendations (and further input to other fora as applicable) 
· The alignment of test cases for Battery Life Measurements and Field and Lab Testing 
The topics driven by TSG are wide and include: Operator minimum Antenna Performance Requirements, Best Practices for the implementation of Fast Dormancy, Recommendations for the minimum WI-FI terminal implementations, Terminal Requirements for the use of the GSMA HD Voice Logo, Smartphone Browser Performance Test Cases, Recommendations for Bluetooth Profiles to be supported in mobile phones, Developer Guidelines to facilitate more network efficient applications or activities to enhance Smartphone Network Efficiency. 
In addition, TSG encompasses also two subgroups driving respectively Device Field & Lab Test Guidelines and Battery Life Measurement techniques for 3GPP system capable devices.    

8. Contact
In case of further questions and/or feedback to the attached draft input document, these can be directed to Paul Gosden, GSMA Director for TSG [mailto:pgosden@gsma.com].
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