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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution proposes that SA3 starts a new work item on Enhanced Access Security for Extended Coverage GSM in relation to Cellular IoT. 
1 Introduction 
GERAN#67 has accepted a new WI on Extended Coverage GSM (EC-GSM) for support of Cellular Internet of Things (CIoT_EC_GSM). This is a follow-up of the FS_IoT_LC Study that was started at 3GPP GERAN#62 to evaluate how to support low throughput and low complexity Machine Type Communications. The study was focusing on scenarios with devices that are power efficient (with battery life of several years), can be reached in challenging coverage conditions e.g. indoor and basements, and have low complexity to be deployed on a mass scale. One of the solution options, i.e. the Extended Coverage GSM (EC-GSM), was finding way to allow operators to reuse existing GPRS/EDGE base stations through software upgrades and in this way enable a quick market introduction. GSM has global coverage in two sub-GHz frequency bands, enables a fast and economical worldwide deployment of battery efficient extended coverage to support Internet of Things over cellular networks.
CIoT_EC_GSM is a Rel-13 WI, and in order to be complete, it requires enhancements to the security mechanism in Gb interface. SA3 is currently studying the topic under FS_EASE_IoT in TR 33.860. The attached WI proposal, EASE_EC_GSM, is the corresponding TS where the solution agreed in SA3 would be documented. 

Since the timeframe for Rel-13 is extremely tight, it is anticipated that the work cannot be completed by the Rel-13 freeze time, and an exception sheet would be needed. For ordinary meetings it is furthermore proposed to schedule one SA3 Adhoc in order to complete the normative work. It is proposed that the Adhoc meeting has duration of three working days, starting at 9.00 the first day and ending at 16.00 the last day. It is further proposed that SA3 organizes a set of additional phone conferences between SA3 meetings. 
Table 1 Proposed meeting  schedule for EASE_EC_GSM during work item phase
	SA3 Meeting
	SA Plenary 

	SA3#80 August 24-28 
	

	EASE_EC_GSM phone conferences 

Sept– Oct 2016
	SA#69 Sept 15-17

	EASE_EC_GSM adhoc 

Oct xx-xx
	

	SA3#81 Nov 9-13
	

	EASE_EC_GSM phone conferences 

Dec 2015 – Jan 2016
	SA#70 Dec 9-11 

	SA3#82 Feb 1-5
	

	
	SA#71 Mar 9-11


2 Proposal 

It is proposed that SA3 

· approves the WI proposal and starts working on EASE_EC_GSM in parallel to FS_EASE_IoT;
· decides if an additional adhock meeting and a set of additional phone conferences shall be arranged. 
