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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN would like to inform other groups that a new Work Item on “Local Call Local Switch” has been agreed by GERAN for Rel-9 (see attached document).
The objective of the Work Item is to standardize procedures, messages and information elements on the A interface to enable the possibility for the BSS to establish a Local Switch for CS voice calls which are local, i.e. calls generated and terminated by users served by the same BTS, two BTSs in the same BTS cluster, or by the same BSC. For these calls, the user plane data can be looped in a BTS, directly between two BTSs or in a BSC, thus saving transmission resources on the internal BSS interfaces. 

At the same time, the goal of the Work Item is to minimize changes and keep the impact to the core network as small as possible. For instance the intention is to avoid impacts to the support of various kinds of supplementary services (e.g., Multiparty Call, Call Forwarding, etc.), and to the support of Lawful Interception procedures.
One possible impact to other groups’ specifications is due to the possibility to realize bandwidth savings on the A interface as well (besides the internal BSS interfaces), when a call is locally switched. For instance, in case of an A interface user plane over IP, it is possible to avoid transmission of user plane data after a call is locally switched. In this scenario it is expected that the MGW needs to be informed that a call is (temporarily) locally switched. 
When TSG GERAN will have discussed a possible technical solution, they will further contact TSG CT WG4 to receive their feedback on the proposal and eventually ask for corresponding changes in their specifications.
2. Actions: 
No action.
3. Date of Next GERAN Meetings:
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