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1 Introduction

The purpose of the workshop was to discuss the possibilities for harmonization of the solutions for broadcast services. Since there are different solutions standardized in 3GPP, 3GPP2, OMA BCAST and DVB Project it has been recognized that some form of harmonization is required to not have a wide fragmentation of the market.

The first half of the workshop consisted of presentations from the different standardization bodies on their solutions. This was close to one-way communication; there were few questions on the presentations.

2 What is harmonization?

The atmosphere at the meeting seemed to be an agreement that harmonization is much desired. However, there was a very wide range of ideas of what harmonization is. The following interpretations were proposed:

· Only an IP layer is provided over the different access networks and OMA BCAST standardizes a new solution for everything on top of that, which should be used by everyone.

· Parts that are common to most existing solutions are combined to a solution that is then used for all accesses. 

· A framework is standardized (not necessarily on top of IP), where proprietary solutions for service announcement, protection, DRM etc. can be inserted.

· OMA BCAST standardizes different profiles of its standard, where MBMS would be one of these profiles.

There were also voices that complete harmonization is maybe not realistic. Since some standards are already set, it is difficult to change future releases of these and keep backwards compatibility (especially since we are dealing with broadcast systems).

Another view was that accesses with/without back-channels are complementary services and may co-exist in the networks. It was moreover pointed out that these accesses are different enough to warrant their own solutions for protection etc.

3 Continuation

The meeting was more to inform the groups what the others are doing and to start up the work, than to come to a conclusion on the harmonization issue. Most presentations were on a very high level and not very technical.

There was no conclusion on how the work should continue due to the fact that it was not clear what should be achieved.

There was some discussion on how to improve the interworking between the different groups:

· It was noted that the round trip time for LS:es was long.

· It was noted that “informal” LS:es could be used to speed up the work.

4 Conclusion

The meeting was informational in nature, and there was no specific new work identified for SA3.
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