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1. User profiles and GBA

The Generic Bootstrapping Architecture (GBA) that is currently being developed in SA3 as part of the Generic Authentication Architecture (GAA) is intended to provide a generic framework for authenticating subscribers by defining a bootstrapping function based on the AKA protocol. 

But, in the current GBA specification, requirements are included on the Zh (the interface between BSF and HSS) and Zn (the interface between BSF and NAF) interfaces to provide the application specific user/subscriber profiles to the Network Application Functions. At this point, it seems to us that only the Authentication Vectors (AVs) are required to perform the bootstrapping function. The requirements to acquire the application specific user/subscriber profiles are not part of the GBA. These requirements are to be addressed as part of another Release 6 work item, namely, Generic User Profile (GUP).  

We would also like to note that any NAF-specific/Bootstrapping information that may be needed for bootstrapping by the BSF (e.g., key separation between NAFs) is different from the application-specific user profiles. The need for NAF/Bootstrapping specific information from HSS is for further study as no requirement is currently identified or agreed to by SA3. 

2. Proposal

Based on the above reasoning, it is proposed that the requirements with respect to transferring application-specific user/subscriber profiles from HSS to BSF (and BSF to NAF) be removed from the GBA. A pseudo-CR implementing the required changes to Rel-6 TS 33.220 v0.1.1 is attached for approval.

































































































