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1. Introduction

Based on discussions about bootstrapping shared secrets at previous SA3 meetings, we think that SA3 should evaluate the need of a new Technical Specification describing the generic bootstrapping architecture (GBA), and also evaluate the need for a new work item to manage the GBA work.

2. Discussion

At SA3 #28, Alcatel submitted a contribution (S3-030253) proposing to move the generic bootstrapping function to a Technical Specification of its own and keep the application specific part in the Support for Subscriber Certificates (SSC) Technical Specification. SA3 #28 agreed to discuss the proposal over e-mail. The e-mail discussion ended with Tao Haukka's (SSC rappourteur) proposal of not splitting the SSC TS.

The SA3 adhoc in September agreed on the Generic Bootstrapping Architecture (GBA) of section 6.2 in contribution S3z030011 by Siemens. The minutes of the SA3 adhoc state the following:

"With regard to the organization of specifications, it was agreed as a working assumption that the GAA (e.g. specification of the AKA bootstrapping architecture and special NAFs for the Authentication Proxy and the PKI portal) should be included in the same TS as the Support for Subscriber Certificates (SSC) feature. This working assumption may have to be revisited at SA3#30."

Based on the agreement on GBA at the SA3 adhoc in September, we think that it could be beneficial to revisit this working assumption, and move out the generic bootstrapping architecture from the SSC TS while keeping the subscriber certificate specific parts in the SSC TS.

We agree with the reasons for the split of the SSC TS stated by Alcatel in the e-mail discussion on the SA3 e-mail list. It's not logical for other services/applications (MBMS, Presence, WLAN, etc) that would use the GBA to refer to an SSC TS. The generic issues could be covered in GBA, and the services/applications TSes would only need to take a stand on the application specific parts.

3 Conclusions

We think that it would be beneficial with a new Technical Specification, describing the generic bootstrapping architecture that would potentially be used in Support for Subscriber Certificates, MBMS, Presence and WLAN. The scope and objective of the GBA need to be clearly captured to progress and manage the GBA work. To initiate discussions on a potential TS and a potential new work item, we provide a draft GBA Technical Specification and a draft GBA Work Item Description as attachments to this contribution.
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