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1. Overall Description:

SA 3 thanks SA 1 for their LS on IMS access.

SA 3 considered the SA 1 requirement and concluded that it can be addressed by conversion functions in the UE and in the HSS as described in the attached CR. An alternative solution with the conversion done in the S-CSCF instead of the HSS was also considered but abandoned due to its potential impact on the Cx interface.

SA 3 would like to emphasize that allowing IMS access to subscribers still using a SIM does only provide a 2G level security to those subscribers: the home network will not be authenticated and the session keys are limited to 64 bit effective strength. Therefore, SIM-based access to IMS should only be considered for a transition period and not as a long-term solution.

Further changes are needed in CN specifications which might have an impact on addressing the requirement within the Rel-5 timeframe. 

SA 3 did not find any formal problem in transporting the GSM AKA over Digest-AKA (RFC 3310) because all parameters are populated as specified. Some parties might, however, get the impression that this use of Digest-AKA goes beyond the originally intended purpose.

2. Actions:

CN 1 is kindly asked to consider the impact of this change on their specifications.
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