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4.1.2
Network elements

The list below describes the access control related functionality in the network elements of the 3GPP-WLAN interworking reference model:

· the UE (potentially equipped with UICC card) utilised by a 3GPP subscriber to access the WLAN interworking service. The UE may be capable of WLAN access only, or it may be capable of both WLAN and 3GPP System access.  Some UE may be capable of simultaneous access to both WLAN and 3GPP systems.  The UE may include terminal types whose configuration (e.g. interface to a UICC), operation and software environment are not under the exclusive control of the 3GPP system operator.   For instance, the UE may be a laptop computer or PDA with a WLAN card, UICC card reader and suitable software applications, or the UICC may reside in the 3GPP ME and be accessed through Bluetooth, IR or serial cable interface. All these alternatives must be carefully studied from a security perspective.
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