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1
Decision/action requested

This contribution proposes to Clarify authorization to non-SBA interfaces.
2
References

3
Rationale

The contribution proposes to clarify authorization to non-SBA interfaces.
4
Detailed proposal

It is suggested to approve the following change.

*************** Start of the change ****************

5.3
Tenet #3: Access granularity 
5.3.1
Description 
According to tenet 3 of [2], a zero trust architecture has to adhere to the principle that "Access to individual enterprise resources is granted on a per-session basis". This tenet is about access authorization to resources. 
5.3.2
Relevant security mechanisms 

All the security mechanisms specified in TS 33.501 [a] related to SBA security.   
5.3.3
Evaluation 
Authorization is one of the most important mechanism for protecting enterprise resources. From this aspect, 5GC indeed provides the necessary authorization and authentication mechanisms for NF to be deployed in the operator network. 
In the 5GC, one can assimilate the notion of session from [2] to the TLS session, considering that TLS is used for the SBI interface protection as defined in TS 33.501 [a]. In fact, NF consumers and producers are first required to mutually authenticate during the TLS session establishment via certificates. Then the NF consumer may be required to present an OAuth2.0 authorization token to the producer in the service request within the TLS tunnel. These two mechanisms provide the necessary tools for an operator to control authorization at almost a service invocation level. In facts, via the claims in the OAuth tokens, an operator can restrict access to single instances, to particular services, to particular type of producers, to indicate the restrictions for different resoures in 5GC NFs, etc. In addition, via the optional "additional scope", the operator can further restrict the allowed resources and the allowed actions. This means that besides the per-TLS session authorization, 5GC core network provides much concrete granularity on the authorization based on the OAuth 2.0 mechanism.
NOTE: 
5G core network doesn’t provide authorization based on the OAuth 2.0 mechanism to non-SBA interfaces in the 5G Core such as N4 and N9.  

However, the usage of such security mechanisms is left to the discretion of the operator and will depend on the deployment context. Nevertheless, based on the current standards, the operator of a 5G Core has the means to impose very granular and tight restrictions for access to resources. Therefore, no further actions from standard perspective are identified for this tenet.

*************** End of the change ****************

