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Dear all,

At the WG2 meeting in Stockholm we agreed to continue discussion on ciphering in "email ad-hoc group". I volunteered to be the rapporteur of this ad-hoc group.

I apologise for the delay in initiating this discussion (...but I'm not gonna explain all the 100million reasons for that...;-).

The base for this discussion are the 3 contributions on the subject (from Nokia, Ericsson and Alcatel).

I collected the ideas presented in these 3 papers together with the discussion in the WG2 meeting in Stockholm and added some further analysis.

Hopefully my 'analysis' raises lot's of discussion on WG2 email reflector (which has been quite silent recently).

To be able to reach a conclusion and a good starting point for the ciphering concept, I suggest the following timeplan for our work:

March 26th  Deadline for comments and discussions on the first draft including:

- presented open issues (are they correct or is sth missing)

                        - pros and cons of each solution

                        - conclusions and proposal

March 29th  Second draft of the document ready (based on the comments)

March 31st  Possible solutions to the open questions distributed in WG2 reflector

April    1st    Third draft of the document ready, including presented solutions for the open questions. Accordingly, conclusions may need to be revised.

April    6th    Deadline for comments and discussions on the third draft

April    7th    Contribution ready for submission

Please use the prefix [CIPH] for e-mails related to this ad-hoc group.

I hope we will be able to solve the open questions and reach a conclusion by e-mail. However, since the subject is quite 'new' in WG2, we may also need some meeting time to finalize our "working assumption" for the April spec release.

Since I'm arriving to Yokohama on Monday afternoon, I am not even proposing a physical meeting before the WG2 meeting. However, if there appears some major disagreements that cannot be solved by email and that must be clarified before the WG2 meeting starts, we could possibly have a Monday-evening ad-hoc session on April 12th.

Your suggestions and comments on this plan are of course welcome.

Best regards,

Jukka Vialen

Nokia
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