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1. Introduction

The reference architecture for the Presence Service is described in TR 23.841.  This contribution provides a description of the External Agent functional element.

2. Proposal

Currently no text is provided to describe the External Agent functional element.  It is proposed that the following section be included in TR 23.841.

**************************Added section ******************************

5 Functional Description of Network Elements

Editors note: This chapter describes the Presence Service specific functionalities of existing network elements and possible new network elements.

5.5 External Agent

The Agent elements in the Presence Architecture are functionally distinct from the Presence Server functional element.  The generic function of the Agent elements is to make presence information available to the Presence Server element in standardized formats across standardized interfaces.

The External Agent element provides the following functionality:

· The External Agent receives Presence information from elements external to the Operator’s network.

· The External Agent associates Presence information with the appropriate Subscriber/Presentity combination.

· The External Agent converts the Presence information into the format standardized for the Pex interface.

· The External Agent sends the Presence information across the Pex interface.

· Some external suppliers of Presence information must be queried, signaled, or provisioned to deliver Presence information.  For those elements that require querying or signaling, the Presence Server makes a request to the External Agent directing it to acquire the Presence information.  The External Agent then issues the appropriate commands to the element.  

The External Agent may receive Presence information from the following types of elements:

· Third party services (calendar applications, corporate systems, OnStar) 

· Internet Presence Services (AOL, MSN, Yahoo, etc)

· Other 3G Presence Services



















