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The SA2 drafting meeting held in Dallas June 25-29 discussed a number of contributions on compression of SIP messages across the air interface. The meeting agreed that the capability to perform such compression of SIP messages was needed in Release 5 in order to reduce the session setup delay to acceptable levels and also in order to efficiently utilize the radio spectrum.

Specifically the meeting agreed a CR to 23.221 contained in S2-011674, which identified requirements for efficient use of the radio spectrum for release 5 SIP signalling to include the following:
· UMTS shall support mechanisms to optimize transport of SIP signaling packets over the radio interface, typically by compressing the SIP signaling messages and by compressing the IP and transport layer protocol headers that carry these SIP messages.

· The chosen solution(s) shall be extensible to facilitate the incorporation of new and improved compression algorithms in a backward compatible way as they become available. 

· The chosen solution(s) should work in roaming scenarios.

· Application specific compression shall minimize impacts on existing UMTS release e.g. it could be defined between the UE and associated application server, e.g. at the SIP Client and at the first SIP Proxy.

Usage of compression for SIP signaling can be left optional. However, if SIP signalling compression is used, a default algorithm shall be supported by the UE and the network elements involved in compression.

The meeting also agreed that the appropriate place for Compression/decompression within the architecture is between the UE and P-CSCF as per option 2 in S2-011650 and agreed a CR against 23.228 contained in S2-011675 that the P-CSCF should perform SIP message compression/decompression
Additionally it was agreed that a mechanism was needed to negotiate between the UE and the P-CSCF the compression algorithm to be used and that Option 1 contained in S2-011649 was the type of negotiation mechanism that should be implemented.

The decisions taken and CR’s agreed at the drafting meeting still require formal approval by the SA2 plenary at the end of August, however the drafting meeting recommends that the other TSG working groups proceed with these decisions as a working assumption.
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