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1 Introduction
GSMA IREG/PACKET has discussed the PCRF-centric QoS handling paradigm introduced in EPS, in which the MME and the RAN cannot negotiate the QoS parameters towards the PCEF. GSMA IREG/PACKET has observed that the MME can only accept or reject the QoS received from the PCEF in the HPMN, i.e., a PDN connection establishment, a bearer activation or a bearer modification request can only be accepted by the MME if all of QCI, ARP, GBR and MBR as well as APN-AMBR values are within the range of supported values according to the roaming agreement. 
GSMA IREG/PACKET would prefer that neither PDN connection establishment, bearer activation nor bearer modification request have to be rejected if the ARP PVI&PCI and APN-AMBR or MBR values sent by the PCEF are beyond the limit of the roaming agreement.
NOTE: This may happen (e.g. due to misconfiguration) for PDN connection establishment, as well as during bearer activation or bearer modification request if HPMN PCRF is not able to comply with the following requirement stated in GSMA PRD IR.88 clause 7.1.2.2 (even if in case of Default bearer activation during PDN connection establishment the MME has already downgraded the ARP or APN-AMBR values received from the HSS as specified in section 4.7.2. of TS 23.401):
“When a Policy and Charging infrastructure is deployed in the HPMN, then the HPMN’s PCRF provides the QoS parameters to the HPMN’s PDN-GW, which are in turn sent to the VPMN as part of all bearer management procedures listed in section 7.1.1.
In order to ensure that the requested QoS sent to a VPMN is within the limits of the roaming agreement, the HPMN’s PCRF shall – in case of an outbound roamer - only provide QoS parameters (QCI, ARP, APN-AMBR or GBR and MBR, respectively) to the HPMN’s PDN-GW, which are within the limits of the roaming agreement with the respective VPMN. “
2 Requested action to SA2
GSMA IREG/PACKET would like to ask 3GPP SA2 whether it is possible to allow the MME/S4-SGSN to downgrade the ARP PVI&PCI and APN-AMBR or MBR values received from HPMN PCEF, if outside the range of supported values, to the values based on roaming agreement and accept the request. This would allow the successful establishment of the PDN connection, bearer activation or bearer modification request in such scenario. GSMA IREG/PACKET’s preference is for the MME/S4-SGSN to perform the downgrade without informing the HPMN PCEF/PCRF, and would like to ask 3GPP SA2 if they believe there are any issues with this approach.
For QCI, ARP PL and GBR values, if the MME/S4-SGSN detects that a value is outside those ranges, the MME/S4-SGSN is still expected to reject the PDN connection/bearer establishment/modification request. 
3 Next meetings

The next meetings of GSMA IREG/PACKET are

PACKET#66
11 – July, 2013
Stockholm, Sweden

PACKET#67
13 - Sept, 2013
 Conference call
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