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1. Overall Description:

Currently in TS 36.413, it is not clear if eNB also takes SRB activity into consideration when the eNB determines user inactivity, and if eNB is allowed to releases the RRC Connection to UE due to user inactivity before it receives S1 release command from MME.   
TS 36.413 seems to allow eNB implementations that eNB could send a UE context release request to the MME when there is no user activity over the data radio bearer and even if there is NAS activity (e.g., uncompleted application procedures which use signaling plane only, such as SMS) over the signaling radio bearer, and release the S1 connection with UE before receiving S1 release command from the MME. RRC connection release before an end-to-end transaction like SMS delivery is completed is undesired and leads to unnecessary increase of signaling and possible retransmissions.
SA2 requests RAN3 to answer the following two questions:

Q1. 
Does the eNB take SRB activity into consideration when the eNB decides to request the MME to release the S1 connection due to user inactivity?

Q2. 
For the case of S1 release due to user inactivity, do RAN specifications allow the eNB to release the RRC Connection with the UE before it receives S1 release command from MME?

2. Actions:

To RAN2, RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests answers to the above two questions and update RAN2/RAN3 specifications, if needed.   
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