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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks CT1 for the LS and would like to provide the following answers below:
CT1 has discussed a scenario in which the UE is mandated to send NAS messages on an existing NAS signalling connection when being rejected during a tracking area updating procedure or a service request procedure and a new attach is needed.
Based on the above, CT1 seeks guidance (if any) from SA2:
Question 1: Can the S1 connection release procedure be performed after rejecting the UE during a tracking area update procedure or a service request procedure when a new (re-) attach is needed.
SA2 Answer: Yes. Note however that during S1 release procedure the eNB will initiate RRC Connection Release after receiving the S1 UE Context Release Command from MME as described in TS 23.401 subclause 5.3.5. If the RRC connection has not been released by the eNB for a reasonably large period of time after a TAU or service request has been rejected with a cause code that requires a new (re-)attach, that can be used as indication that the MME has not released S1 connection.
Question 2: Is it appropriate to (re-)use the existing NAS signalling connection for sending the attach request message and any subsequent message?
SA2 answer: SA2 does not see any issue from a Stage 2 perspective. As long as S1 context for such UE is active and RRC connection is still established, the NAS message will correctly arrive to the MME. It is a Stage 3 discussion whether MME can handle correctly the NAS message and proceed with new attach procedure.
2. Actions:

To CT1 group.

ACTION: 
SA1 kindly asks CT1 to take into consideration the answers above.
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