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1. Discussion
The low access priority indicator (LAPI) is a parameter introduced in Rel-10 that informs the network that a different handling (priority) can be applied in high load situations. The LAPI parameter is sent by the UE to the CN node (LAPI in NAS signaling) and the RAN node (delay tolerant indicator) when accessing the network.
Network operators can offer lower cost subscriptions for MTC service providers that use “LAPI devices”, since those devices could be asked to back-off in case of network congestion or overload. Basically those devices could be excluded when dimensioning the network for peak load. 

The LAPI parameter is configured into the device after agreement between the operator and the M2M service provider. The operator can by post-processing of CDRs check that agreements have been fulfilled. However there is no way for the operator to enforce that the M2M service provider really uses correct LAPI configured devices in all access attempts. This may cause problems for operators e.g. in congestion and overload situations. It may also slow down the deployment and usage of LAPI configured devices.
3. Proposal
It is proposed to add a possibility for the operator to configure in the subscription profile that LAPI configured devices shall be used. It is also proposed that the MME & SGSN shall reject any access attempt where the LAPI is missing if the subscription says a LAPI shall be present. 

If there is an agreement on this proposal, Ericsson is willing to provide necessary CRs to the next meeting. It is assumed that TS 23.060 and TS 23.401 need updates. 

