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S5-120248 - Add charging principles for RAVEL

1. Overall Description:

At SA5#81, SA5 has defined some general charging principles for RAVEL. The corresponding CR (S5-120248) is attached. 

However, SA5 has identified some open issues:

· How can IMS service identification in the VPLM be fulfilled? 

The ICSI is seen as one possible parameter to provide IMS service identification and to capture this information for roaming charging. However, ICSI values have not been defined for many services. So the ICSI may not be sufficient for this purpose. 

Thus, SA5 needs further information about possible service indicators within SIP, e.g. feature tags or other parameters within message header or body (SDP description). 


· How can consistent charging information before and after loopback be provided in the VPLMN? 

From operators’ point of view, it would be useful if roaming accounting (TAP) could only be based on the CDR created by the IMS node with anchor function (TRF), without further correlation with CDRs from other sources. From SA5 point of view, this can only be granted if the anchor function (TRF) is implemented in the P-CSCF. 

In case the TRF is implemented in IMS entities outside P-CSCF, additional SIP enhancements could be possible to avoid charging correlation. 

CT1 is asked to inform SA5 about potential protocol enhancements for RAVEL, so that SA5 can then verify whether it is useful for charging data created in the VPLMN. 

· In order to create a TRF-related CDR, please note that the following IMS entities are currently capable of creating CDR data: S-CSCF, P-CSCF, I-CSCF, MRFC, MGCF, BGCF, SIP AS, IBCF and E-CSCF, according to 3GPP TS 32.260. 

In order to implement the additional charging capabilities for RAVEL, SA5 asks SA2 to provide some guidance which IMS nodes may implement the TRF. 
2. Actions:

To 3GPP SA2 group, 3GPP CT1 group
ACTION: 

· SA5 asks SA2 and CT1for some guidance on the topics mentioned above. 
3. Date of Next SA5 Meetings:
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