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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution discusses the unfortunate naming of the so called “External Identifier” and proposes another naming.
Discussion

The working name for the MSISDN replacement identifier is currently “External Identifier”. As this name does not give any hint on what the identifier is really used for it is proposed to use a better and more appropriate naming when this identifier now is becoming referred to in normative work. 

As an MSISDN (Mobile Subscriber ISDN Number) [definition from TS 21.905] replacement, the identifier is used for identification of the 3GPP subscription in the access network, i.e. GERAN, UTRAN and E-UTRAN. 
NOTE: 
IMSI is the device identity for the 3GPP MS/UE; apart from the 3GPP subscription identifier referred to in this discussion paper any other identifiers are out of the scope of 3GPP.

Suggestions for new naming:

MSSI (Mobile Subscriber Service Identifier)
· “Mobile” due to that it is a 3GPP identifier

· “Subscriber” since the identifier is used for identifying the 3GPP subscription and not any device
· “Service” as the identifier is to be used for exposing 3GPP services towards the “Service Layer” 
MS-URI (Mobile Subscriber URI)
· MS same as in MSSI
· URI to show the nature of the Identifier
3S-URI (3GPP Subscriber URI)
· As for MS-URI but with MS exchanged for 3S to refer to 3GPP Subscriber
Proposal
Based on the above discussion it is proposed to agree on a more appropriate naming for the “External Identifier” and decide on how to implement this decision into normative specifications.

The proposal is to agree to:
1. “External Identifier” to be replaced by ”MS-URI” (Mobile Subscriber URI)
2. To be agreed and implemented in CR revisions to the current meeting

3. Any remaining occurrences of “External Identifier” will be corrected in upcoming meetings.
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