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* * * 1st Change * * * 
6.2.2.1
General

The PCEF encompasses service data flow detection, policy enforcement and flow based charging functionalities.

This functional entity is located at the Gateway (e.g. GGSN in the GPRS case, and PDG in the WLAN case). It provides service data flow detection, user plane traffic handling, triggering control plane session management (where the IP‑CAN permits), QoS handling, and service data flow measurement as well as online and offline charging interactions.

A PCEF shall ensure that an IP packet, which is discarded at the PCEF as a result from policy enforcement or flow based charging, is neither reported for offline charging nor cause credit consumption for online charging.

NOTE 1:
For certain cases e.g. suspected fraud an operator shall be able to block the service data flow but still be able to account for any packets associated with any blocked service data flow.

The PCEF is enforcing the Policy Control as indicated by the PCRF in two different ways:

-
Gate enforcement. The PCEF shall allow a service data flow, which is subject to policy control, to pass through the PCEF if and only if the corresponding gate is open;

-
QoS enforcement:

-
QoS class identifier correspondence with IP‑CAN specific QoS attributes. The PCEF shall be able to convert a QoS class identifier value to IP‑CAN specific QoS attribute values and determine the QoS class identifier value from a set of IP‑CAN specific QoS attribute values.

-
PCC rule QoS enforcement. The PCEF shall enforce the authorized QoS of a service data flow according to the active PCC rule (e.g. to enforce uplink DSCP marking).

-
IP‑CAN bearer QoS enforcement. The PCEF controls the QoS that is provided to a combined set of service data flows. The policy enforcement function ensures that the resources which can be used by an authorized set of service data flows are within the "authorized resources" specified via the Gx interface by "authorized QoS". The authorized QoS provides an upper bound on the resources that can be reserved (GBR) or allocated (MBR) for the IP‑CAN bearer. The authorized QoS information is mapped by the PCEF to IP‑CAN specific QoS attributes. During IP-CAN bearer QoS enforcement, if packet filters are provided to the UE, the BBERF shall provide packet filters with the same content as that in the SDF template filters received over the Gx/Gxx interface.

The PCEF is enforcing the charging control in the following way:

-
For a service data flow (defined by an active PCC rule) that is subject to charging control, the PCEF shall allow the service data flow to pass through the PCEF if and only if there is a corresponding active PCC rule with and, for online charging, the OCS has authorized credit for the charging key. The PCEF may let a service data flow pass through the PCEF during the course of the credit re-authorization procedure.

For a service data flow (defined by an active PCC rule) that is subject to both Policy Control and Charging Control, the PCEF shall allow the service data flow to pass through the PCEF if and only if the right conditions from both policy control and charging control happen. I.e. the corresponding gate is open and in case of online charging the OCS has authorized credit for its charging key.

For a service data flow (defined by an active PCC rule) that is subject to policy control only and not charging control, the PCEF shall allow the service data flow to pass through the PCEF if and only if the conditions for policy control are met.

A PCEF may be served by one or more PCRF nodes. The PCEF shall contact the appropriate PCRF based on the packet data network (PDN) connected to, together with, a UE identity information (if available, and which may be IP‑CAN specific). It shall be possible to ensure that the same PCRF is contacted for a specific UE irrespective of the IP‑CAN used.

The PCEF shall, on request from the PCRF, modify a PCC rule, using the equivalent PCEF behaviour as the removal of the old and the activation of the new (modified) PCC rule. The PCEF shall modify a PCC rule as an atomic operation. The PCEF shall not modify a predefined PCC rule on request from the PCRF.

The PCEF should support predefined PCC rules.

For online charging, the PCEF shall manage credit as defined in clause 6.1.3.

The operator may apply different PCC rules depending on different PLMN. The PCEF shall be able to provide identifier of serving network to the PCRF, which may be used by the PCRF in order to select the PCC rule to be applied.

The operator may configure whether Policy and Charging Control is to be applied based on different access point.

The PCEF shall gather and report IP‑CAN bearer usage information according to clause 6.1.2. The PCEF may have a pre-configured Default charging method. Upon the initial interaction with the PCRF, the PCEF shall provide pre-configured Default charging method if available.

At IP‑CAN session establishment the PCEF shall initiate the IP‑CAN Session Establishment procedure, as defined in clause 7.2. In case the SDF is tunnelled at the BBERF, the PCEF shall inform the PCRF about the mobility protocol tunnelling header of the service data flows. In case 2a, defined in clause 7.1, the PCEF may provide charging ID information to the PCRF. If no PCC rule was activated for the IP‑CAN session the PCEF shall reject the IP‑CAN session establishment.

If there is no PCC rule active for a successfully established IP‑CAN session at any later point in time, e.g., through a PCRF initiated IP‑CAN session modification, the PCEF shall initiate an IP‑CAN session termination procedure, as defined in clause 7.3.2. If the PCRF terminates the Gx session, the PCEF shall initiate an IP‑CAN session termination procedure, as defined in clause 7.3.2.

If there is no PCC rule active for a successfully established IP‑CAN bearer at any later point in time, e.g., through a PCRF initiated IP‑CAN session modification, the PCEF shall initiate an IP‑CAN bearer termination procedure, as defined in clause 7.4.1.

If the IP‑CAN session is modified, e.g. by changing the characteristics for an IP‑CAN bearer, the PCEF shall first use the event trigger to determine whether to request the PCC rules for the modified IP‑CAN session from the PCRF; afterwards, the PCEF shall use the re-authorisation triggers, if available, in order to determine whether to require re-authorisation for the PCC rules that were either unaffected or modified. If the PCEF receives an unsolicited update of the PCC rules from the PCRF (IP‑CAN session modification, clause 7.4.2), the PCC rules shall be activated, modified or removed as indicated by the PCRF.

The PCEF shall inform the PCRF about the outcome of a PCC rule operation. If network initiated procedures apply for the PCC rule and the corresponding IP‑CAN bearer can not be established or modified to satisfy the bearer binding, then the PCEF shall reject the activation of a PCC rule.

NOTE 2:
In case of a rejection of a PCC rule activation the PCRF may e.g. modify the attempted PCC rule, de-activate or modify other PCC rules and retry activation or abort the activation attempt and, if applicable, inform the AF that transmission resources are not available.

If network initiated procedures for IP‑CAN bearer establishment apply this also includes provisioning the UE with traffic mapping information. See Annex A and Annex D for details.

NOTE 3:
In this Release the PCEF uses all SDF filters for the generation of traffic mapping information. The default bearer is established without any explicit traffic mapping information, and thus transfers any traffic that is not directed to any other IP-CAN bearer. If the PCEF receives PCC rules for the default bearer with SDF filters restricting the traffic, the PCEF is required to add traffic mapping information to the default bearer subsequently.

If another IP‑CAN session is established by the same user, this is treated independently from the existing IP‑CAN session.

To support the different IP‑CAN bearer establishment modes (UE-only or UE/NW) the PCEF shall:

-
forward the network and UE capabilities to the PCRF;

-
apply the IP‑CAN bearer establishment mode for the IP‑CAN session set by the PCRF.

With the exceptions defined in Annex A, the PCEF shall, at a UE-initiated IP‑CAN session modification, provide information to the PCRF as follows:



-
at a resource request (e.g. bearer establishment)
-
the requested QoS and 
-
the requested traffic mapping information;

-
at a resource modification (including e.g. release of resources):
-
the SDF filter identifier(s) for the UE-provided reference to existing packet filter(s)
-
the requested QoS bitrates for the affected PCC rules, including any PCC rule created as a result of the request
-
the requested changes to the traffic mapping information.
NOTE 4:
The PCEF need to calculate the bitrates form a UE request for bearer bitrates. The PCEF calculates the difference requested bitrate minus the previous bitrate. The PCEF also calculates the sum of the previous bitrates in existing PCC rules that already exist. The PCEF uses that sum, adjusted with the requested change in bearer bitrate in the request to the PCRF.
NOTE 5:
In a NW-initiated procedure, the PCEF does not send any QoS or traffic mapping information to the PCRF.

If there are events which can not be monitored in the PCEF, the PCEF shall provide the information about the required event triggers to the PCRF using the PCEF initiated IP‑CAN Session Modification procedure, as defined in clause 7.4.1, or in the response to a PCRF initiated IP‑CAN Session Modification, as defined in clause 7.4.3. If the triggers were provided by the OCS at credit authorization, it is an implementation option whether a successful confirmation is required from the PCRF in order for the PCEF to consider the credit (re-)authorization procedure to be successful.

IP‑CAN-specific parameters may be sent by the PCRF to the PCEF or the PCEF to the PCRF. The IP‑CAN Session Modification procedure may be used to deliver these parameters to allow interaction between the BBERF and the PCEF by way of the PCRF. This is required in accesses that require these parameters to be sent indirectly.

* * * 2nd Change * * * 
A.1.3.2.2.1
General

This functional entity is located in the GGSN. The GGSN provides the GPRS-specific bearer QoS handling.

The PCEF shall contact the PCRF based on PCRF address information that shall be configured for the access point name (APN) together with the IMSI or MSISDN (if needed).

The PCEF shall maintain a 1:1 mapping from the GPRS QoS Class Identifier to a UMTS QoS profile and vice versa. Each GPRS QoS Class Identifier (QCI) parameter value has a 1:1 mapping to a set of QoS parameters defined for GPRS, TS 23.107 [14]. A recommended mapping is listed in table A.3.

Table A.3: Recommended mapping for GPRS QoS Class Identifier to/from UMTS QoS parameters

	GPRS QoS Class Identifier value
	UMTS QoS parameters

	
	Traffic Class
	THP
	Signalling Indication
	Source Statistics Descriptor

	1
	Conversational
	n/a
	n/a
	speech
(NOTE)

	2
	Conversational
	n/a
	n/a
	unknown

	3
	Streaming 
	n/a
	n/a
	speech
(NOTE)

	4
	Streaming
	n/a
	n/a
	unknown

	5
	Interactive
	1
	Yes 
	n/a

	6
	Interactive 
	1
	No
	n/a

	7
	Interactive
	2
	No
	n/a

	8
	Interactive
	3
	No
	n/a

	9
	Background
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	NOTE:
The operator's configuration should reserve QCI values that map to "speech" for service data flows consisting of speech (and the associated RTCP) only.


NOTE 1:
This table defines the mapping for GPRS QCI to/from UMTS QoS parameters for pre-Release 8 GPRS. The characteristics of GPRS QCIs are independent from the standardized QCI characteristics for EPS.

The remaining UMTS QoS parameters are subject to operator's policies and either provisioned in the Create PDP Context Request or locally defined in GGSN.

NOTE 2:
Any change of the ARP parameter by the PCEF may get overwritten by the SGSN due to subscription enforcement.

For each PDP context, the PCEF shall accept information during bearer establishment and modification relating to:

-
The user and terminal (e.g. MSISDN, IMEISV);

-
Bearer characteristics (e.g. QoS negotiated, APN, IM CN Subsystem signalling flag);

-
Network related information (e.g. MCC and MNC).

The PCEF shall use this information in the OCS request/reporting or request for PCC rules.
During an IP‑CAN session modification, the PCEF shall provide information (belonging to the IP‑CAN bearer established or modified) to the PCRF as follows:

-
in UE-only Bearer Control Mode, the PCEF shall send the full QoS and traffic mapping information;

-
in UE/NW Bearer Control Mode, the PCEF shall:

-
at UE-initiated bearer establishment, send the full QoS and traffic mapping information;

-
at UE-initiated bearer modification, send information on the requested change to QoS bitrates and changes to the traffic mapping information;

NOTE 3:
In a NW-initiated procedure, the PCEF does not send any QoS or traffic mapping information to the PCRF.
A GGSN may provide more than one APN for access to the same PDN. It should be possible to enable or disable PCC functionality for each APN, independent from the other APNs for access to the same PDN. Once the PCC functionality is disabled, regular GPRS charging and policy methods would be applied, i.e. no PCRF interaction would occur.

For each PDP context, there shall be a separate OCS request/OFCS reporting, so this allows the OCS and offline charging system to apply different rating depending on the PDP context.

The GGSN shall report the service data flow based charging data on a per PDP context basis.

The GGSN shall be able to request the SGSN to provide reports of changes in CGI/SAI/RAI of a UE as directed by the credit re-authorization triggers and/or event triggers.

* * * 3rd Change * * * 
A.4.3.2.2
Policy and Charging Enforcement Function (PCEF)

In the 3GPP Access (GTP-based) architecture the PCEF enforce QoS Policies as indicated by the PCRF in accordance to what is stated in clause 6.2.2.1 with the following additions:

-
Authorized APN-AMBR enforcement. The PCEF shall enforce the authorized APN-AMBR received via the Gx interface for the total bandwidth usage of non-GBR QCI for the APN.

-
Authorized Default EPS Bearer QoS Enforcement. The PCEF receives the authorized QoS for the default bearer over Gx interface. The PCEF enforces it which may lead to the upgrade or downgrade of the default EPS Bearer QoS.

If the RAT type indicates GERAN or UTRAN, during an UE-initiate IP‑CAN session modification

-
for the TAD operation "add filters", without any reference to any existing TFT filter, should provide all the SDF filter identities on the same bearer to the PCRF;

-
for the TAD operation "no operation", without any reference to any existing TFT filter, the PCEF shall retain the present set of PCC rules and not make any request towards the PCRF.
NOTE:
Providing, to the PCRF, all the SDF filter identities on the same bearer mitigates for the "add filters" case that the procedure fails, e.g. because the PCRF assigns a QCI to the PCC rule that is different from those left unchanged on the same bearer.
When the PDN GW is connected via Gn/Gp (and thus handover from UTRAN/GERAN to E‑UTRAN is possible), the PDN GW shall map QoS parameters of EPS bearers and APN‑AMBR to/from pre‑Rel‑8 QoS parameter values of PDP‑contexts as specified in Annex E of TS 23.401 [17]. The PDN GW shall mediate Gn/Gp procedures so that the PCRF experiences no difference compared to S5/S8 procedures.

Only the GBR per bearer is used for resource reservation (e.g. admission control in the RAN).

The MBR (per PCC rule / per bearer) and the authorized APN-AMBR are used for rate policing.

* * * End of Changes * * * 
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