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1. Overall Description:

CT1 would like to thank SA2 for their LS on IMSI Paging for CSFB (S2-114715/C1-114512). 

From CR 23.272-0706, attached to SA2's LS, CT1 got the impression that SA2 is assuming that the VLR will always allocate a TMSI to the subscriber. E.g. according to subclause 4.x.1

If the SGs Paging Request does not contain the TMSI or the LAI, and if the MME can retrieve the S-TMSI associated to the IMSI, the MME shall temporarily store this MSC/VLR number and force the UE to re-attach to the non-EPS services based on: 
…

CT1 would like to highlight that although TMSI allocation is essential for the support of subscriber identity privacy, the use of this feature in a PLMN has always been optional. 

CT1 is aware that TMSI allocation is a prerequisite for the support of certain features like "Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes for GERAN" (also known as "A-flex"), or "MTRF without HLR support", however, in CT1's understanding CSFB itself does not belong to these features.

I.e., CT1 has developed the CSFB functionality in Rel-8 in such a way that it can be used also with a CS domain not using TMSI allocation. CT1 would like to maintain this deployment option and kindly ask SA2 to take this into account when working on enhancements to CSFB.

CT1 has agreed CRs to TS 29.118 for "IMSI paging for CSFB" in such a form that they do not mandate the use of TMSI allocation for CSFB and kindly asks SA2 to align the stage 2 accordingly.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly ask SA2 to take the optionality of TMSI allocation in a network into account when working on enhancements to CSFB and to align the stage 2 functionality for IMSI paging for CSFB with stage 3.
3. Date of Next TSG-CT WG1 Meetings:
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TBD, P.R. China
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