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Introduction
We believe that in terms of what can and should be done by SA2, the OSCAR work being documented in TR 23.849 should be brought to a conclusion and the baton taken up by CT1, since they own TS 23.218, and the Stage 3 work.

At a high level we believe it is possible to reach the following conclusions: -
· The P-CSCF or the IBCF can provide transcoding control for a session when necessary. 
· If the media resources are not available in the VPLMN then RAVEL home routing shall be applied. 
· When performing RAVEL home routing resources for tones, announcements and conferences should be allocated in the HPLMN. 
· The HPLMN is in general the appropriate network since the media and signalling both flow to the HPLMN. However there may be some scenarios where the resources can be allocated in the VPLMN, or other network. This is subject to local policies.
· For the MRB, allow both in-line and query mode for evaluation at stage 3
· A new CT1 Work Item (C1-113712) on Inclusion of Media Resource Broker was agreed at their last meeting with the following objectives: 
· Provide a stage 2 specification in 3GPP TS 23.218, identifying the MRB as a new functional entity, and the interfaces associated with it. It is intended that the MRB may also be used in inter-operator scenarios.

· Liaise with appropriate SA working groups to update their documentation appropriately.

· Provide a stage 3 specification in 3GPP TS 24.229.

· CT1 will also clarify security requirements for the MRB and MRF as part of their MRB work item
· Before an HPLMN decides to perform RAVEL loopback signalling for a session, it shall verify that the VPLMN supports OSCAR. Some options for how to perform this verification are: -
· At the time the UE performs an IMS registration

· At session initiation

· Based on roaming agreements

· Before an HPLMN decides to perform RAVEL loopback signalling for a session, it should determine that media resources can be made available in the VPLMN if necessary.

Proposed changes
**** Start of changes ****

7
Conclusion


It has been possible to reach the following conclusions: -

· -
The P-CSCF or the IBCF can provide transcoding control for a session when necessary. 
· -
If the media resources are not available in the VPLMN then RAVEL home routing shall be applied. 

· -
When performing RAVEL home routing resources for tones, announcements and conferences should be allocated in the HPLMN. 
· -
The HPLMN is in general the appropriate network since the media and signalling both flow to the HPLMN. However there may be some scenarios where the resources can be allocated in the VPLMN, or other network. This is subject to local policies.
· -
For the MRB, allow both in-line and query mode for evaluation at stage 3
· -
A new CT1 Work Item (C1-113712) on Inclusion of Media Resource Broker was agreed at their last meeting with the following objectives: 
· -
Provide a stage 2 specification in 3GPP TS 23.218, identifying the MRB as a new functional entity, and the interfaces associated with it. It is intended that the MRB may also be used in inter-operator scenarios.

· -
Liaise with appropriate SA working groups to update their documentation appropriately.

· -
Provide a stage 3 specification in 3GPP TS 24.229.

· -
CT1 will also clarify security requirements for the MRB and MRF as part of their MRB work item
· -
Before an HPLMN decides to perform RAVEL loopback signalling for a session, it shall verify that the VPLMN supports OSCAR. Some options for how to perform this verification are: -

· -
At the time the UE performs an IMS registration

· -
At session initiation

· -
Based on roaming agreements

· -
Before an HPLMN decides to perform RAVEL loopback signalling for a session, it should determine that media resources can be made available in the VPLMN if necessary.

**** End of changes ****
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