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ITU-T Study Group 2 thanks 3GPP SA2 for their liaison re. Machine-Type Communications
(MTC) Device identification. Q.1/2 has worked on issues related to Machine-to-Machine (M2M)
identification and would like to bring the two following points to your attention:

- Several requests have been made by several operators for global E.212 (“IMSIs”) and
E.164 (“MSISDNs”) as ranges under E.164 country code +883 and E.212 Mobile Country
Code 901 for some global M2M services that require such resources. To date, four (4)
applicants have been assigned such resources to enable implementation of M2M services
in their networks. At this point, it appears that large operators have considered the need for
E.212 resources to deploy M2M services.

- More generally, SG2 is in the process of reviewing the international criteria and national
guidelines applicable to E.212 Mobile Network Code assignment for new services
including (but not limited to) M2M services, as well as the potential impact on the E.212
identification plan. For example, one of the identified issues is the eligibility of M2M
service providers to MNC allocation. The terms of reference of that project is attached for
your information.

Regarding point 3 of your liaison, you will note that for short term M2M applications that use E.212
IMSIs and E.164 MSISDNSs as a form of “M2M identifiers”, these have acted so far in mobile
network as subscriber identifier, rather than terminal identifier. We appreciate, however, that when
the SIM card is embedded in the equipment/machine, this distinction is not so clear.
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Hopefully this information will assist 3GPP and ETSI in their study of identifying the schema to be
used for the URI based identifier that is currently not yet identified.
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