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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks RAN3 for their LS on LIPA Connection Release Verification. 

SA2 understands the RAN3 concerns on the presence of a verification process, but SA2 would like to clarify that it is not a defence mechanism but to solve issues raised by some operators: the H(e)NB is a Customer Premise Equipment; therefore, there might be cases where the collocated L-GW does not release the LIPA connection  at handover from H(e)NB to macro cellular network. It would result that the LIPA PDN connection can not be deleted via the handover procedure. This may lead to the hanging resources at the S-GW and the H(e)NB and additional procedures are need to handle that. In addition, in some cases where the S-GW keeps connectivity to the L-GW, the user would have a connection to its residential/enterprise network from the macro cellular network via the L-GW and would use resources from the macro cellular network without being charged. 
SA2 would like to re-confirm that in Rel-10 it is the responsibility of the source eNB (i.e. the L-GW collocated in the HeNB) to trigger the release the LIPA connection. The reject of the handover procedure from the source MME after the verification of the release should not happen in normal cases. 

The misalignment between LTE and UMTS is due to the fact that in case of optimized handover within the local network, there is no mechanism to notify the Core Network about the handover to trigger such verification in UMTS. In the case of handover using Iu, the source SGSN is aware of it and can perform the verification according to TS 23.401 as specified in TS 23.060 clause 5.3.14 “The LIPA function specified in TS 23.401 [89] clause 4.3.16 is applicable, with the SGSN node providing the functions specified for the MME and the HNB providing the functions specified for the HeNB.”  

SA2 is investigating LIPA mobility capabilities and impacts in Rel-11.
2. Actions:

To RAN3 group

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks RAN3 to take into account the solution agreed in SA2 during the development of their specifications
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