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Foreword

This Technical Report has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z

where:

x
the first digit:

1
presented to TSG for information;

2
presented to TSG for approval;

3
or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

y
the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, updates, etc.

z
the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.

1
Scope

The present document is for investigating deployment aspects that relate to energy efficiency, including potential system enhancements that support energy efficient deployments. System enhancements may be anticipated in the area of functions that have major influence on deployment like functions that support pools of CN nodes or functions that enable multiple CN nodes to serve the same or overlapping areas. The initial focus is on PS domain. This study should avoid any overlap with the work by RAN/CT/SA5 by taking into account the work that has been and is going on in these WGs. Proposals have to be well justified to be considered in this document.


2
References

The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present document.

-
References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or non‑specific.

-
For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.

-
For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same Release as the present document.

[1]
3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications".

[2]
3GPP TR 41.001: "GSM Release specifications".

[3]
3GPP TR 21 912 (V3.1.0): "Example 2, using fixed text".

…

[x]
<doctype> <#>[ ([up to and including]{yyyy[-mm]|V<a[.b[.c]]>}[onwards])]: "<Title>".

It is preferred that the reference to 21.905 be the first in the list.

3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

Delete from the above heading those words which are not applicable.

Clause numbering depends on applicability and should be renumbered accordingly.

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [x] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [x].

Definition format (Normal)

<defined term>: <definition>.

example: text used to clarify abstract rules by applying them literally.

3.2
Symbols

For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:

Symbol format (EW)

<symbol>
<Explanation>

3.3
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [x] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [x].

Abbreviation format (EW)

<ACRONYM>
<Explanation>

4 Approaches for Energy Efficient Deployments

This clause describes high level approaches that enable or support energy efficient deployments. The energy efficient deployment scenarios that are described and evaluated later in this document are assumed to base on one or more of the mechanisms provided by the system architecture, which are:
· Separation of control and user plane allowing for independent scaling and deployment of related network entities and deployment at different locations, e.g. allowing for operating control functionality at locations with more energy efficient conditions, which could be locations with lower cooling requirements or where functionality can be shared with other applications or can be hosted in a more energy efficient way.

· Aggregation or pooling of network entities, allowing for higher multiplexing gains or economies of scale not only for PLMN specific functionality, but also for example for power supply or air conditioning. It can also reduce the amount of deployed spare capacity that is used, for example, to cope with load changes or for reliability reasons.

· Load balancing/(re)distribution approaches; allowing network nodes to operate at an energy efficient load status, or for offloading nodes followed by a change to some energy saving mode.
Further it is assumed that energy efficient deployments shall have minimum impact on user experience.

5
Energy Efficient Deployment Scenarios
5.1
Scenario: Pooled deployment of MMEs

5.1.1
Scenario description
The separation into user and control plane network entities enables separate deployments of those network entities. In the scenario described here the user plane network entities are deployed more distributed, i.e. topologically closer to the RAN to optimise the routing and reduce the required transmission resources. The control plane network entities MME are deployed as a pool of MMEs to take advantage from the pooling effects, like better scaling or possibilities to distribute traffic between different nodes.

A drawback of that pooled deployment of MMEs is that some considerable signalling traffic may occur between eNBs, S-GWs and MMEs. In contrast to the transmission resource gains in the user plane this increases transmission efforts for the control plane as the user plane nodes and the MMEs are deployed at topologically different locations.

5.1.2
System enhancements

Enhancements may need to be considered to diminish the signalling traffic drawbacks of the pooled deployment of MMEs.

5.1.3
Evaluation

5.2
Scenario: Energy efficient node utilization through load re-distribution during off-peak times

5.2.1
Scenario description

In this deployment scenario it is assumed that the operator has configured pools of MMEs and/or S-GWs to serve the EUTRAN. These resource pools are typically dimensioned for peak loads. This means that the number of user plane gateways (e.g. S-GW and P-GW) and control plane entities (e.g. MME) deployed and operated are dimensioned according to the maximum number of UEs and their traffic demand.

However, given that most of the time, the load in the network is far from the dimensioned peak rate, plus the fact that during certain times (e.g. night hours), the network load is rather low, operators can expect significant energy saving opportunities through switching unnecessary core network resources/nodes to energy conservation mode when they are not needed. 

5.2.2
System enhancements

In order to allow energy savings by switching unnecessary core network resources/nodes to energy conservation mode during off-peak times, load re-distribution mechanisms are needed that allow the network to move users/sessions from underutilized core network nodes (e.g. P-GW, S-GW, MME) to other nodes.

5.2.3
Evaluation











6
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