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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks RAN2 for the LS (S2-110248/R2-110692) on core network node selection in eNodeB, MME, and SGSN.
The IE "Intra Domain NAS Node Selector" (IDNNS) is used by the RNC to route UE signalling to the Core Network node (SGSN). In TS 25.331 clauses 8.1.8 and 10.3.1.6 it is specified that the routing parameter in IE IDNNS consist of bit 14 to 23 of the P-TMSI. Bit 14 to 23 in the P-TMSI is also defined as the Network Resource Identifier (NRI). The NRI uniquely identifies an individual CN node (e.g. SGSN) within a pool. 
TS 23.003 specifies the mapping from E-UTRAN to UTRAN/GERAN i.e. the MMEC is mapped into the NRI value . The same or different values of NRI and MME code may be used for a combined node and RAN configuration will allow the NAS messages to be routed to the combined node.
The RNC is configured with NRI values and on AS level from UE to RNC there is only sent an IDNNS (NRI) parameter. Under the SA2 understanding, the IDNNS (NRI) IE is considered sufficient for the RNC NAS node selection function. With that if NRIs are reused among neighbour pools, no detection of pool area changes is possible. But this limitation is present today and not seen as a problem. For load balancing purposes, MSs changing a pool-area could be detected by configuration of different NRI values for adjacent pool-areas.
2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 would like to inform RAN2 group that based on above discussion and understanding, SA2 do not see any need to introduce new IEs as explicit indication for UMTS. 
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