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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks RAN3 for their query concerning MTC-specific CN nodes. SA2 responds to RAN3's questions.
1. RAN3 kindly asks SA2 whether MTC-specific CN nodes mean that those CN nodes only serve MTC devices 

SA2 has not discussed having CN nodes only for MTC Devices. 
2. RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to clarify why there is need for MTC-specifc CN nodes for UMTS on top of the existing Iu flex & CN load balancing funtionalities.

Preferential steering to a CN node "more optimised for MTC", as discussed in TS 23.060, v10.1.0, clause 5.3.13.2, bullet n, was due to the assumption that MTC devices will generally be very numerous, and many may have the characteristics of low mobility and low activity. This could lead to considerable requirements for memory (VLR capcity) though not necessarily processing power. Some legacy CN nodes (e.g. MSCs) might have VLR capacity constraints. It is anticipated that this feature is likely to be more appropriate to the CS domain than the PS domain.
3. RAN3 will also appreciate to know if the same applies to LTE.

SA2 has not agreed to support any distinction between CN nodes for LTE for rel-10. As discussed in the answer to question 2, above, this is due to concerns primarily being raised for CN nodes serving the CS domain.

2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 asks RAN3 to consider this answers provided by SA2 and take these into accont as it proceeds with work on NIMTC or SIMTC work items. SA2 welcomes further questions and discussion.
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