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Discussion

Considering that the solution should avoid any restrictions on the LAC and MMEGID value ranges, we are proposing a solution based on explicit signalling.

The proposed solution applies the following principles:

· the UE provides an indication on the NAS layer so that the SGSN and MME can know whether the old GUTI or P-TMSI/RAI is a native or a mapped value; this solves problem A2 described in S2-104753;

· to solve problems A1 and B described in S2-104753, the UE can use existing IEs and/or additional IEs at the RRC layer in order for the eNB to identify the correct CN node; 

· the UE shall be able to roam in a network that supports the MSB=0/1 rule without any network modification;

· Gn SGSNs shall not be impacted.

For networks that require no restriction on the LAC and MMEGID value ranges, the above proposal provides a long term future proof solution. Existing deployments that use the MSB=0/1 rule can continue to do so without any change i.e. RAN and CN in those networks would just ignore the additional parameters sent from the UE. 

This solution may require some UE modifications if existing IEs cannot be used. It is proposed that any such modifications to the UEs be mandatory for Rel-10. Feasibility of adding this functionality to Rel-9 may be considered.

These requirements are considered sufficient for CT1 and RAN2 to specify the details of the solution. 

The co-signers of this contribution do not require normative changes to earlier releases. 

Conclusion

It is proposed to agree on the above way forward and to liaise this information to RAN2, CT1 and CT4 as soon as possible in order to meet the current plenary cycle for specifying the desired functionality.



