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This contribution recommends that operators switch on IPv6 functions in their network. It is proposed to send LS to GSMA to provide guidelines to operators.

1. 
Observations Obtained So Far
Based on the study of the IPv6 Migration Study Item, the following observations can be obtained:
1) IPv4 depletion is approaching with some operators having already met with the situation of shortage of IPv4 public/private address. 
2) The dual stack is the architecture baseline. The dual-stack bearer / PDP type is ready for LTE from R8 and for UMTS from R9. It provides efficient IPv6 connection and provides backward compatibility. 
3) The vendors have already been delivering products with IPv6 support for a long time.

4) The study item has identified some possible areas of enhancements. 
2. 
Achievements of the 3GPP/IETF IPv6 Workshop

A 3GPP/IETF joint workshop has been hold in 1-2 March. The conclusions of the workshop can be found in “IPW100060.zip” from http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/workshop/2010-03-01_IPv4-to-IPv6_with-IETF/Docs/
It was recognized that necessary support in the network and devices is already available to “switch on” IPv6 in 3GPP networks.

· Some networks reported running dual stack

· Some networks reported running IPv6-only now
The workshop also concluded it is necessary to provide more operational guidelines about IPv6 deployment to 3GPP operators. We propose GSMA as the right place to provide guidelines to operators. This is because GSMA is an organisation of operators. It can come out with the guideline in a short time. Moreover, the spread of the guidelines can be speedup by GSMA through markets.
In view of the above, this contribution provides the following proposal and adds the changes to TR 23.975. 
Proposal: Send LS to GSMA informing them about conclusions of the IPv6 Migration Study Item and requesting them to provide IPv6 operational guidelines to network operators.

* * * Begin of Changes * * * *
9 
Recommendations

It was recognized that necessary support in the network and devices is already available to “switch on” IPv6 in 3GPP networks.

A need was identified to provide more operational guidelines about IPv6 deployment to 3GPP operators. It is recommended that the best location for these guidelines is GSMA.
* * * End of Changes * * * *
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