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1. Overall Description:

Following the recent decision made by RAN2 (see R2-095353) that support of priority-based cell reselection from UTRAN to GERAN is an optional capability for Rel-8 dual-RAT terminals supporting UTRAN and GERAN (and not E-UTRAN), GERAN has decided that support of priority-based cell reselection from GERAN to UTRAN is also optional for such terminals, with the capabilities aligned for the two radio access technologies i.e. priority-based reselection - if supported - applies to both directions.

GERAN2 has discussed whether indication of the support of this capability is required in GERAN, in particular for the definition of individual (dedicated) priorities by the BSS. During the discussion, several alternatives have been considered, including:

· Option 1: To have a new capability indication in the MS Classmark 3 and MS Radio Access Capabilities IEs

· Option 2: To have a new capability indication in the MS Network Capability IE

GERAN2 was unable to determine which option would be technically superior. Two mutually exclusive draft CRs for these options are attached (only for Rel-8).

GERAN2 would like to note the following:

· A network capability indication might be relevant as dedicated priorities reflect subscription-specific capabilities of the user (e.g. mobility profile, service usage profile and roaming restrictions), which the BSS cannot determine without additional information coming from either the Core Network or O&M (e.g. SPID). 

· It is not clear whether the SPID would ever be supplied to the RAN nodes (RNC/BSS) even if the mobile does not support priority-based reselection. If the SPID would never be provided in this case, the RNC/BSS may use the SPID as an indication of the MS capability for priority-based reselection.

· It is unclear whether the RAN nodes are allowed to set individual priorities without relying on any user-specific information (e.g. the SPID) coming from the Core Network or availability thereof. If this possibility is required, the BSS must be aware of the reselection capabilities (i.e. this requires Option 1).

GERAN2 kindly requests CT1 to determine which of these solutions is preferable and to agree the necessary changes in Release 8 and Release 9. 

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

GERAN2 kindly asks SA2 to provide guidance on the issues raised in the present LS.

To CT1 group.

GERAN2 kindly asks CT1 to review the attached draft CRs and approve the one that CT1 believes to provide the best technical solution.
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