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Abstract of the contribution:

SA1#48 has decided that MTC Devices communicating with each other will not be considered in Release 10. This document proposes to remove the Key Issue – MTC Devices communicating with each other from 23.888.

[This contribution is a resubmission of SA2 #77 TDoc number S2-100098]

Introduction
At SA1#48, SA1 came to the conclusion that the current work on 22.368 had not yet addressed the scenario of MTC Devices communicating with each other in sufficient detail. SA1 did not see that sufficient elaboration of the MTC Devices communicating with each other scenario would be possible in the little amount of time that rested before the Stage 1 freeze for Release 10 (after Q1 2010). Furthermore, SA1 did not want to give the impression that the current version of 22.368 would contain the requirements needed for the MTC Devices communicating with each other scenario. Therefore SA1 agreed on a text in 22.368 that states: "The communication scenario where the MTC Devices communicate directly without intermediate MTC Server is not considered in this release of the specification."
Note that many companies see the MTC Devices communicating with each other scenario as very relevant. But it is also seen as a scenario a bit more in the future compared to the other work on Network Improvements for Machine Type Communications. Hence it is seen as less urgent. 

In the scope of 23.888, it is also indicated: "Even though some provided solutions may be beneficial for communications from a MTC Device towards another MTC Device, this particular type communication has not been explicitly considered in this Technical Report." Yet in clause 5.3 of 23.888 a Key Issue - MTC Devices communicating with each other is introduced. In light with the SA1 decision and with the scope, introducing this key issue is confusing. Therefore, we propose to remove section 5.3.
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