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1. Overall Description:

At SA2 76, SA2 considered the case where the MME and the eNB wait the signal each other for initiating the explicit detach procedure when none of the default bearers are established during X2 handover. Hence, SA2 clarified in TS 23.401 subclause 5.5.1 that the MME performs explicit detach procedure immediately after the MME receives the path switch request:


"If none of the default EPS bearers have been switched successfully in the core network, the MME shall send a Path Switch Request Failure message (see more detail in TS 36.413 [36]) to the target eNodeB.  The target eNB does not update bearer contexts with the UE. The MME immediately performs explicit detach of the UE as described in the MME initiated detach procedure of clause 5.3.8.3."
However, it was identified during the SA2#77 meeting that the SA2 CR changes the behaviour of the E-UTRAN that has been specified in TS 36.413, as according to 3GPP TS 36.413 rel-8 subclause 8.4.4.4, the eNB is expected to decide the subsequent actions following path switch failure. 
"If the EPC fails to switch the downlink GTP tunnel endpoint towards a new GTP tunnel endpoint for all E-RAB included in the E-RAB To Be Switched in Downlink List IE during the execution of the Path Switch Request procedure, the MME shall send the PATH SWITCH REQUEST FAILURE message to the eNB with an appropriate cause value. In this case, the eNB is expected to decide the subsequent actions"

Hence, in order to align the stage 2 and stage 3 specifications, SA2 agreed the attached CR.  

2. Actions:

To: RAN3 
ACTION: 
SA2 would like to ask RAN3 to take the above information into account.
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