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1. Overall Description:
CT4 discussed the requirement on the MME selection based on eNodeB ID during the handover procedure.

Some companies in CT4 believed that there is no benefit since in the current Rel-8 DNS mechanism the MME selection based on the TAI has been defined and it may bring operator’s burden if MME selection based on eNodeB ID is also introduced in the DNS procedure (3GPP TS 29.303). Some companies in CT4 expressed that it is beneficial to give operator’s flexibility if the MME selection based on the eNodeB ID is introduced in 3GPP TS 29.303.

CT4 also noticed in the step 2 of section 5.5.1.2.2 (S1-based handover procedure) in 3GPP TS 23.401v9.2.0

2.
The source eNodeB sends Handover Required (Direct Forwarding Path Availability, Source to Target transparent container, target eNodeB Identity, target TAI, S1AP Cause) to the source MME. The source eNodeB indicates which bearers are subject to data forwarding. Direct Forwarding Path Availability indicates whether direct forwarding is available from the source eNodeB to the target eNodeB. This indication from source eNodeB can be based on e.g. the presence of X2. The target TAI is sent to MME to facilitate the selection of a suitable target MME.
CT4 assumes that MME selection based on the eNodeB id is eliminated in S1-based handover procedure. However it is unclear in IRAT handover procedures in 3GPP TS 23.401 whether the target MME selection based on the eNodeB id can be used.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks SA2 group to clarify whether eNodeB ID can be used to select the MME during the handover procedures and make corresponding corrections in stage-2 specifications, if necessary. 
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