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1. Overall Description:

As part of the Rel-10 study on Policy enhancements (TR 23.813), SA2 has the following Key issue identified

4.2
Key issue 2: Coherent access to Policy related databases

4.2.1

Description 
To enable operator policies, currently a number of logical databases have to be accessed. These include HSS, SPR and possible databases tied to ANDSF functionality. While implementation of many of these databases will continue to be deployment specific it is possible to consolidate them logically by providing a single logical interface to access them.

Currently in the PCC architecture, SPR and the interface Sp between the SPR and PCRF is undefined. In Release 9 it was concluded that ANDSF can act as a data less application front end to UDR and access subscriber data via the Ud interface defined in UDC. A similar approach can be adopted in the case of PCRF if PCRF can be considered an application front end.  In such a solution SPR and Sp interface would not be required any more. However it is not clear if PCRF meets the requirements of application front end in terms of it being a data less entity.

Another approach can be to consider SPR as application front end. In that case the PCRF still connects to the SPR via Sp interface. The subscriber data will no longer be stored in SPR entity but will be retrievable by the SPR via the Ud interface. This solution would still leave open the question about specification of Sp interface. Leaving an undefined Sp interface will not solve interoperability and IOT issues  if PCRF and SPR are from different vendors. Therefore if second approach is adopted it may require specification of Sp interface as well.

2. Actions: 

To CT4

ACTION: SA2 kindly requests CT4 to consider the options discussed above and provide feedback on them.

3. Date of Next TSG SA WG2 Meetings:
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