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4.8
Network Discovery and Selection

4.8.0
General Principles

NOTE:
When the UE is roaming, how it discovers and interacts with the ANDSF is not specified in the specification of this release.

The following principles apply when the UE is registered in the Home PLMN or in a PLMN which is equivalent to the home PLMN and when both 3GPP and non-3GPP accesses are available or when multiple non-3GPP accesses are available:

-
The EPS network may provide the UE with assistance data/policies about available accesses located in the Home PLMN or in a PLMN equivalent to the Home PLMN, to allow the UE to scan for accesses and select an access.

-
Assistance data/policies are provided only after establishing secure communication, as specified in TS 33.402 [45].

-
The EPS network allows the operator to influence the access that the UE shall handover to (when in active mode) or re-select (when in idle mode).

-
Multi-access network discovery and selection works for both single-radio and multiple- radio terminals.

-
No architectural impact is foreseen for network selection upon initial network attachment.

-
The UE may provide information to the network for the retrieval of the assistance data/policies.

The multi-access network discovery and selection mechanism shall not interfere with either existing 3GPP PLMN selection mechanisms used for the 3GPP Access Technologies or existing 3GPP2 network selection mechanisms. In particular, when the UE has to perform PLMN selection (e.g., at power-on, recovery from lack of coverage, or when the user selects of a new access technology), the applicable PLMN selection procedure shall be performed before any access network discovery and selection procedures based on ANDSF. 
The access network discovery and inter-system mobility policies received from the ANDSF may trigger PLMN reselection between HPLMN and another PLMN equivalent to the HPLMN. The ANDSF's policy and the UE implementation shall ensure that such PLMN changes are not conducted more often than the time stored in the USIM (in EFHPPLMN, see TS 31.102 [46]) for the "periodic network selection attempts" specified in TS 22.011 [47].
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