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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks CT4 for their LS on indirect data forwarding related to 3GPP TS 23.401 handover cases between UTRAN and E-UTRAN. 

Regarding the points raised by CT4, please, see the SA2 response below.

CT4 question 1:  3GPP TS 23.401 uses a term "SGW used as the anchor point", but this in not defined anywhere what the anchor point means here.
SA2 answer: The SGW which is hosting the UE's bearer(s) is considered as the (local) anchor point. Unlike the PGW, the SGW may change due to mobility between eNodeBs, or E-UTRAN and GERAN/UTRAN supported with S4 based architecture. In these cases the new SGW where the UE's bearer(s) are moved, becomes the new local anchor point.  

CT4 question 2:  Can a Target MME/SGSN also select an SGW for indirect data forwarding which is different than the target SGW? If not, what's the reason?
SA2 answer: Target MME/SGSN may select another SGW for the indirect data forwarding which is different from the target SGW. This allows flexibility and more optimal SGW resource use in the network, e.g. if in congestion situation the target SGW does not have resources available for the indirectly forwarded data. 

2. Actions:

To CT4 group.

ACTION: SA2 kindly asks CT4 to include the indirect data forwarding to their specifications as described above, see also the agreed CR1377 against TS 23.401 clarifying these aspects.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA2 Meetings:

TSG-SA2 Meeting #76 
16th – 20th November 2009
San Jose Del Cabo, Mexico.

TSG-SA2 Meeting #77
18th – 22nd January 2010
China
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