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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank RAN3 for their LS in R3-091494 on the QCI concept interpretation. SA2 has discussed the two alternatives proposed by RAN3 and has concluded that the first option is the one SA2 prefer, that is when a QCI value within the [1…9] range is not supported by the eNB, the eNB shall reject the E-RAB setup request because QoS negotiation is not supported in release 8 and therefore it is not possible to accept to handle the E-RAB with a downgraded QoS. The corresponding RAN3 CR in R3-091280 can therefore be approved.

On another note, SA2 has been discussing what to do if in a future release a new QCI value is standardized, or if an intra-operator QCI is used, and a resource request using such QCI outside the [1..9] range is received by an network element which is not aware of that QCI. In keeping with the approach described above, SA2 also has agreed that the way to handle such a case is that a rejection of the resource request is performed, as it is up to the application that triggered the resource request to decide if it is possible to fall back to another QCI, and therefore trigger a new resource request using this QCI. 
Therefore; when a new QCI is introduced in a PLMN, all the network elements that need to be aware of the QCI for their correct operation need to be provisioned with the necessary information on how to handle it so that resource requests using these new QCI are successful.
 We assume that UE handling of an unknown QCI is specified for Rel-8 and that this handling does not cause bearer rejection by the UE.
2. Actions:

To RAN 3 group.

ACTION to RAN3: 
RAN3 is kindly asked to take into account the information provided above on the handling of resource requests using unknown QCI’s
ACTION to CT1: 
Please confirm that our assumption that UE handling of an unknown QCI is specified for Rel-8 and that this handling does not cause bearer rejection by the UE.
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