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1. Overall Description:

SA2 has been working on the feature MBMS in EPS and specified IP multicast shall be used on interface M1. It is proposed in attached document that GTP-U is not needed for IP multicast protocol. SA2 has discussed the proposal but not made a decision. 
SA2 would like to know whether GTP-U is needed to be as a tunnelling protocol for the IP multicast distribution in EPS. Below is a protocol stack which shows the M1 interface with GTP-U included. Multicast addressing for distribution is intended to be used on the layer named “UDP/IP” in the figure below, from the MBMS GW to the E-UTRAN. 
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Figure: MBMS User Plane with multicast distribution to E-UTRAN
2. Actions:

To CT4 group.

ACTION: 

SA2 kindly asks answers to the question:  Is it from a protocol point of view possible to use GTP-U as a tunneling protocol when the "outer IP packet" uses multicast addressing?
To RAN3 group.

ACTION:
 

SA2 kindly asks answers to the question:  From RAN point of view whether M1, which uses IP multicast distribution, need to be tunneled using GTP-U or not?
 

3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG2 Meetings:

SA2 #74,   6 - 10 Jul 2009     Sophia Antipolis, FR

SA2 #75,   31 Aug - 4 Sep 2009     Kyoto, Japan
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