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1. Overall Description:

TS 23.203 Release 8 currently includes stage 2 requirements for nine standardized QCI characteristics, together with 9 corresponding identifier values.
During SA2#71 and SA2#73, the issue of allowing new QCI characteristics for the post Release-8 was discussed.

SA2 would like to be sure that when new QCI characteristics will be introduced in post Release 8, this can be done in a backwards compatible and predictable way towards the Release 8, in the following sense:

The post Release 8 upgraded sender should be able to decide if this shall lead to a rejection or not by the non-upgraded receiver. In the second case, the upgraded sender shall be able to provide a fallback Release 8 QCI (together as the new QCI characteristics).

Because two stage 3 working groups (CT1 and RAN3) are involved in the signaling although QCI identifiers are defined in the stage 2 TS 23.203, SA2 would like to be sure that the requirement above is fulfilled. SA2 kindly asks CT1 and RAN3  to double-check (or ensure) that the current Release 8 is specified in such a “future proof” way to allow this. In case co-ordination between those Working Groups is needed, SA2 kindly asks CT1 to take the lead for this.
In addition, SA2 has also received the LS R3-091494 (S2-093882) at SA2#73, where RAN3 was asking the following question:

“RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that RAN3 discussed the issue of how an eNB should handle in release 8 the setup request of an E-RAB that has a QCI that is not supported by the eNB.

‘Not supported’ here is meant to say that the QCI value received in the request belongs to the logical range defined in TS23.203 (between 1 to 9) but that QCI value is not supported by the eNB”. 
SA2 would like to indicate that, since there is no QoS negotiation within the Release 8, SA2 agrees with the first interpretation of the RAN3 LS for the Release 8 (rejection case):

“The eNB shall reject the E-RAB setup request because QoS negotiation is not supported in release 8 and therefore it is not possible to accept to handle the E-RAB with a downgraded QoS”.
2. Actions:

To CT1 and RAN3 groups:
ACTION: 


SA2 kindly ask CT1 and RAN3 to double-check (or ensure) the following:

That the release 8 is “future proof” so that a post Release 8 upgraded sender should be able to decide if a QCI received out of the range [1-9] shall lead to a rejection or not by the non-upgraded Release 8 receiver. In the second case, the upgraded sender shall be able to provide a fallback Release 8 QCI (together as the new QCI characteristics).

In addition, SA2 asks CT1 and RAN3 to take into account the above answer to the RAN3 LS R3-091494 for the Release 8 (rejection case).
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