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1. Overall Description:

CT1 thanks SA2 for LS in S2-088296/ C1-090085 regarding handling of NAS requests during an ongoing X2 HO. 

This LS is to inform SA2 and RAN3 that CT1 has considered the above LS and also has considered the RAN3 agreed CR in R3-090656 in which different handover cause values, dependent on the handover type, are provided in the S1-AP interface when DL NAS PDUs fail to be delivered within the E-UTRAN due to handover.

CT1 has agreed the required changes in 3GPP TS 24.301 for both EMM and ESM procedures. The main principle is that the following conditions are to be fulfilled for retransmission of non-delivered DL NAS messages: the handover is an intra-MME handover (for both intra-MME S1 and X2 handover), and the target TA is included in the TAI list (not causing TAU to be triggered). Failed handover attempt is also considered, allowing the retransmission of the undelivered DL NAS messages if the NAS signalling connection still exists.

For the tracking area updating procedure; the TRACKING AREA UPDATE ACCEPT message or TRACKING AREA UPDATE REJECT message shall only be retransmitted if the failure of handover procedure is reported by the lower layer and the S1 signalling connection exists. 

2. Actions:        

To:

SA2

ACTION: 
To take the above into consideration.
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