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1. Overall Description:

TS 23.203 for Rel-8 currently includes stage 2 requirements for 9 standardised QCI characteristics. In addition to the standardised QCI characteristics, an operator may choose to deploy operator specific characteristics i.e. operator defined QCIs in their networks.

SA2 would like to highlight that future 3GPP releases may require the definition of additional standardized QCI values in addition to the values already specified for the Release 8. It is therefore required to ensure that any new value that would be added in future releases would lead to a solution that is backward compatible towards the Release 8 (in other words ensuring the “future proofness” of the Release 8 solution).This is for both future standardized use and operator internal usage.
The intention of this would be to prevent the risk for QCI error handling or misinterpretation in e.g. future roaming scenarios containing a mixture of both Rel-8 and post-Rel-8 equipment.
2. Actions:

To RAN3, group:
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks RAN3 to take the lead on the task of ensuring that new values that would be added in post Release 8 releases would lead to a solution that is backward compatible with the Release 8 (including the case of operator defined QCIs). SA2 also asks RAN3 to inform CT1, CT2, and CT3 of the result so that they can align their work accordingly.
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