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1. Overall Description:

RAN5 thanks SA2 for its feedback with respect to the development of SAE test cases in RAN5 and naturally this will all be taken into account, along with the ongoing feedback from CT1 and any other sources of guidance such as the relevant certification bodies.

Of particular interest to RAN5 was the following:

SA WG2 believes it is important that early mobiles keep working with their original performance when extra features are switched on in the network at a later date. This is likely to require that some tests are developed for features that are not included in the first release of network infrastructures.

Whilst RAN5 does not dispute the accuracy of the assertion, it is still the case that hard decisions will have to be made as to which test cases are considered the most relevant/important to get the early phases of LTE/SAE going. Given the ever present constraints on time, manpower resources and the non-trivial aspect of funding for the TTCN development programme, test selection is always going to be a challenge; selection is made using a combination of clear (and sometimes not so clear) market requirements and some form of risk management.

At this stage it is impossible to state how far RAN5 can go to mitigate the potential problems of untested features being switched on in networks, however, the least we can do is to highlight potential areas of risk based on what is not testable at any given time. It is hoped that the first attempt at test selection relating to SAE features will be completed at RAN5#41 bis and RAN5 will keep SA2 updated as appropriate. 

2. Actions:

None, for information only

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG5 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG5 Meeting #41 bis
15 – 18 Dec 08

Munich

TSG-RAN WG5 Meeting #42
 9 – 13 Feb 09

Athens
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