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1. Overall Description
RAN3 would like to thank SA2 for their liaisons regarding information elements used during inter-RAT handovers.

RAN3 confirms the existence of RAT specific containers which are causing overhead on certain network interfaces. After the verification of the feasibility of the SA2’s approach, RAN3 has agreed corresponding changes in their specifications. Therefore multiple variants of containers are avoided with the new generic transparent container as suggested in SA2’s change request.

RAN3 has discussed the interworking with pre-Rel-8 SGSNs during the handover from E-UTRAN to UTRAN and vice versa and RAN3 concluded that the proposed SA2’s solution is feasible. 

During the discussions, RAN3 identified that the Source ID IE in the Handover Required is not needed, because this information is already available in the MME. RAN3 therefore remove this IE from the Handover Required message.  

Furthermore, RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that the introduction of new cause values in order to indicate the RAT-specific content of the generic container is not necessary, as the target RAN node should always expect an generic container which content corresponds to its RAT (“source adapts to target” principle for inter-RAT HO).

2. Actions 

To TSG SA WG2, GERAN, CT4:
RAN3 would like to inform other working groups about the introduced changes. RAN3 kindly ask other WGs to take RAN3 decisions into consideration and update respective specifications if necessary.
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