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******************************************* Proposed text ******************************************
4.4
Scalability

4.1.1
Problems description
The network scalability is a critical point for the network expansion ability and maintenance of an IMS network. The problem of scalability includes several aspects. How to preserve the efficiency of locating user data is one of them if the number of subscribers grows a lot. 
When the number of subscribers increases continuously, operators usually need to deploy multiple HSSs that may be distributed geographically. SLF is thus deployed to handle the selection of multiple HSSs. The size of the SIP URI based index table in SLF will become bigger and bigger which may as result cause the inefficiency of addressing the right HSS through querying SLF via Dx and Dh interface. These inefficiencies may be implementation dependent rather than standardization related.
Another aspect relates to the synchronization amongst distributed SLFs. If distributed SLFs are utilized to, e.g. improve the efficiency of locating the right HSS or handle restoration issues, every time a new HSS equipment is added to expand the user capacity, all distributed SLFs may have to be synchronized with the new index information. The larger the user capacity becomes, the larger the number of SLFs needs to be, and the more time-consuming the synchronization will be. 
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